A Lesson Learned…Again!
                          
The Apostle Paul told Timothy, a young man in the faith, that as we get closer to the time of the return of Jesus, “people and imposters will flourish.  They will deceive others and will themselves be deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13-NLT).
 
While I do not intend to spend much time talking about the most recent proclamation that was spread literally around the globe, my heart goes out to the masses who, in several cases, spent their very last penny promoting what they had been told was to be the actual day, and even the hour that Jesus would return.  One family had “budgeted” their savings in order that by the time the “day” arrived, they would be flat broke.  As they said, “we will have no need for any money following the great day.”  One dad and mother had told their teenage children that they were going to be raptured, however that they (the children) would not be, as they would have to endure the great tribulation.  I say these words with more heart-felt emotion within me than I could ever begin to put into words on paper, as to how my heart breaks for such blindness within those who were led astray.  Minutes and hours after the hour predicted for the return of Jesus, (when He did not) men, women, and children were filmed with what only could be described as total dejection; facial expressions of disbelief; sadness of what do we do now; realizing they had believed that which was untrue; while leaders of the particular ‘ministry’ were no where to be found, including its leader who had not been seen or heard of as the hour of his prediction came and went.
 
I have asked the Lord to search my heart as to my honest feelings regarding this situation.  Am I upset with this leader?  Am I disillusioned because his man-made prediction didn’t come true?  The answer is no!  However, my heart aches for those who bought into something that was so obviously apparent that it was not of the Lord.  Jesus Himself said in Mark 13:22 & 32, 33 & 35-37.  “But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.  But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. Watch therefore for you do not know when the master of the house is coming---in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning---lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.  And what I say to you, I say to all.  Watch!”
 
In John 10:10 Jesus warned believers that “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”  Then with such great love He reminded us that He had “come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  While the enemy of our souls has attempted, once again, to do that very thing, I want you to know that he; the “thief” has not won!  Jesus has never lost a battle!  Never!  Not one, nor will there ever be one that He will.  He reigns supreme over all His creation, from man to the birds, to the beast of the fields.  “His love endures forever!”
 
What is our posture to be at a time such as this?  Pray!  Pray for those who have been so deceived that they will turn from man’s ideas, and not from The Living God who loved them even while in past days and months they were being misled, and that they will turn to The One who loves them at this very minute.  Jesus, who desires they do as the Bereans did in the books of Acts, chapter 17:11 “that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.”   Pray!  Pray for God’s mercy and His grace to be spread abroad in their hearts, that they may know the love of Christ for them as individuals. Pray!  Don’t judge!  God is way big enough to handle this situation as He sees fit.  When someone asks you for your opinion as to what you think about the recent days happenings, find loving, encouraging words to share with them such as there will be a day…in a year or years to come that the Father will tell His Son that it is indeed time to leave His heavenly position, and the exact appointed time He has chosen to go and bring back His church, and to their heavenly reward.
 
Don’t criticize, rather pray and while you may not know even one individual who was caught up in this latest prediction…I assure you that your prayers for God’s mercy and His grace to be theirs will be heard in heaven.  God loves each one of those who were misguided just like He loves you and me, and His Son Jesus died for them as He did for us.  Pray!  Pray!  Pray!  
 
“The Lord will hear when I call unto Him” (Ps. 4:3).  “He forgetteth not the cry of the humble” (Ps. 9:12).  “The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth” (Ps. 34:17).  “He shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper: (Ps. 72:12).  “The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth” (Ps. 145:18).  “The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers” (I Pet. 3:12).
 
Pray!  Pray!  Pray!  It’s a “Lesson Learned…Again!”
                
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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