A Name Change is Planned!


For many who enter into a large auditorium or arena, a Walmart Super Center, or, for that fact, even into a “mega-Church,” find it to be an overwhelming feeling of being lost in the crowd.  Even our government looks at its citizens as little more than those who are counted as statistics in each census and survey that is taken.  Mass marketers do the very same thing as individuals are targeted as little more than an anonymous consumer.  If you’ve ever walked down the people packed streets of any major city such as New York or Los Angeles, we can often feel pretty insignificant to anyone around us.  How about on the Interstate Highways?  It’s very easy to feel lost in the crowd of people and cars. Some may even feel insignificant in marriage and think a name change will help.
                       
It’s apparent that the “lime light” doesn’t take care of such problems for even some celebrities have often changed their names, while a woman, after becoming married changes her last name to her husband’s last name.  Then we’ve heard it said that the “Names have been changed to protect the innocent.”  For a Polish person by the name of “Wojciech” now living in the U.S., they might find that changing their name to “Albert” or “George” might be much more easily understood as well as expressed.  For a person of German decent by the name of “Schneider,” their name could be literally translated to “Taylor”, while “Schwarz” would become “Black.”  For me personally, with my middle and last name being so close to the same, A Name Change is Planned!”  Just how is it I plan on seeing that’s done?  It’s easier than you might think, and here’s how it will be done.
                      
Insignificance!  Not only with earthly situations, and if we’re not careful, even when we read in the book of Revelation of John’s vision of heaven of that soon coming day, the feeling of uniqueness may not be felt.  “Then I looked again, and I heard the voices of thousands and millions of angels around the throne and of the living beings and the elders” (Rev. 5:11 NLT).   If John’s words are not read and fully understood, even then a person’s search for significance can be stifled when we think ahead to the time when countless worshipers will be gathered around the throne of God, and we’re just ‘one-of-the-crowd.’    However…say However with me!  However, Jesus has an encouraging word for us in His message to the church at Pergamum. 
                   
In Revelation 2 and verse 17 the NKJ version reads, “To him who overcomes…I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written which no one knows except him who receive it.” The NLT records it as, “To everyone who is victorious…I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who receives it.” Theologians, pastors, and writers of books have interpreted what they feel what is proposed here in the words of Jesus, but one thing is very clear above all other things, that is, your name that Jesus will give to you will be unique, special, and, for you only.  For any child of God, A Name Change is Planned! The earthly name your parents gave you may or may not reflect your character, however A Name Change is Planned, and the One giving your new name has promised that name to identify you alone.  The Bible states clearly that the only one(s) who know the meaning of your new name will be you and Jesus Who has given it to you.  I believe your new name will indicate what God Himself knows to be true and accurate of you…from your strengths, to your gifts that He originally gave and that YOU put to use while on earth.  The one thing I do know is that there will be no, ZERO, inaccuracies in the name that He gives to you and me alone. In that day there will be no more long lists of Joneses and Smiths…not in the Kingdom of God phone book!  Your white stone will be one of a kind, and it alone will be for His glory.
                   
C.S. Lewis believed our new name may indicate the ability we have to worship some particular aspect of God.  Why could this not be, for after all God is certainly large enough to have His billions of children to worship a different aspect of His character in such a way that will be unique to them only. 
 
Are you feeling a little bit alone today?  Unwanted and un-necessary? Be encouraged, as a child of God, believing and confessing His Word and repenting of your sins; that Jesus took upon Himself those sins even to His death upon the cross; that He was buried and He arose from the dead and now sits at the right hand of the Father, interceding for you, no doubt using your earthly name, there then awaits you “a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who receives it.”  A New Name is Planned!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie
