“A Ridiculous Comeback!”
 
One advantage I enjoyed while living in California was that Sunday and Monday night football came on early.  At least earlier than Mountain and Eastern Time zones.  One, two, and three hours earlier can make a huge difference in an individual’s ‘closed-eye’ time.  Last evening watching the Dallas Cowboy verses New York Giants game proved that point afresh.  By the time the third quarter came about in Branson time, it was only a little after eight o’clock California time.  While I was pulling for the Giants, I was really feeling that the Cowboy’s would pull it off for a win.  It was then I made my decision to shut off the TV and wait until morning to read who came out with a “W” sign.  Pulling up the “stats” on the internet this morning, I read that the Giants actually had come away with the win.  One commentator stated the following:  “The New York Giants pulled off a ridiculous comeback against the Dallas Cowboys tonight, and they had five keys that helped them out along the way.  Eli Manning, Brandon Jacobs, and a surprising performance from a certain unit were big keys in picking up the win.”  The three words of this commentator’s writing was the heading he had chosen… “A Ridiculous Comeback.”
 
Perhaps you too have thought that for you to amount to anything for God’s kingdom would, like the Giants, require “A Ridiculous Comeback.”  However, after considering the following, why should anything of this life seem ridiculous?  Should we not be expecting exciting things to take place?!  Let’s look at my thoughts this way:  In the book of Romans, chapter 4 and verse 17 we read these words; “God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did.”  Don’t read those words too quickly.  Notice again the words, “calls those things which do not exist as though they did.”  The Amplified Bibles reads: “…Who gives life to the dead and speaks of the nonexistent things that (He has foretold and promised) as if they (already) existed.”  The Good News translation reads:  “…the God who brings the dead to life and whose command brings into being what did not exist.”  Now, if you like those translations, you’re really going to like this one!  The J.B. Phillips translation reads, “This faith is valid because of the existence of God himself, who can make the dead live, and speak His Word to those who are yet unborn.”
 
Most individuals on planet earth, when they take a look at themselves, don’t even begin to see what they can become.  But when God looks at you, He sees what you can become by His grace.  For some reading this CRA moment you are already saying, “Well!  In order for that to take place in my life, it would certainly be “A Ridiculous Comeback!”  That’s simply not so!  Read again Paul’s words in Romans 4:17 when he spoke of “…the God who brings the dead to life and whose command brings into being what did not exist.”   Since God can bring back the dead, and He can command things to exist that at this moment do not, is there anything too hard for Him?  The answer to that question is; there is nothing to hard for Him!
 
Before he was called Peter his name was Simon.  Simon, in the original Greek actually means “reed.”  You know what a reed does when the wind blows.  First it leans one way, and then it leans the other.  Then, once again when the wind changes its direction, that reed leans and blows yet another way.  We often would refer to such a person as being unstable, and shaking with every whim of life that would come their way.  However, you’ll remember that when Simon had his encounter with Jesus, Jesus changed his name to Peter, which means, “rock.”  No longer unstable, and shaking with trials of life, and doubts of who he could be, he became an individual who was solid, stable and unshakeable.  If you and I will talk ‘faith’ and not doubt, there will come a point in time when you as well will begin to see that kind of faith begin to arise in your own life.  Peter did, and on the Day of Pentecost he stood up and brought a message and the Bible says that 3,000 people were saved!  He had not only become a rock, he had become a pillar!
 
It’s time for anyone who has believed otherwise, to begin to believe in themselves even when the devil is whispering and saying that if that were to take place in your life it would require “A Ridiculous Comeback.”  Colossians 2: 10 would remind you that as a born-again Believer … “you are complete in Him” and verse 18 gives a word to anyone doubting their “comeback” to “Let no one cheat you of your reward…”   In Ephesians 2:10 Paul so much as encourages you to remember as to why you were born; “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”  That straightforwardly states that there is a purpose and a plan for your life, prepared ahead of even your birth for you to fulfill.  But Dale, I see the many ways God is using my wife (or husband) but how about me?  I see little “plans” for my life.  Please hear that when you became married, you became one!  What does the Scripture say, “…joined to his wife, and they become one flesh.”  When God calls one, He calls the other!  Remember!  You are “one,” no longer two!  Don’t let the devil rip you off!
 
If you are thinking that you’re a nothing, it’s time to begin to believe God, and begin to confess that you’re no longer going to think what the enemy says is impossible, but you’re going to play (like the New York Giants did) for the win; and while some might say for such a thing to take place would have to be “A Ridiculous Comeback” you’ll proclaim that your confidence is in the Lord Who promised to “give life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did.”  It all begins with the words you confess from your mouth.  Mark 11:23b reads, “…those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”  And one more thing!  The word ridiculous does not ever appear, even one time in the entire Bible, for there is “Nothing that is impossible with God!”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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