A Ship Going the Wrong Way!
 
If you are a family member late on purchasing a gift for family or friend, here’s a suggestion to consider.  With all taking place in today’s society, and so little news and information one can fully believe that come by way of many of today’s news ‘authorities’, I offer this suggestion.  A good reading tool that helps to lay aside a great deal of confusing reports offered by way of TV news and many daily publications would be the monthly magazine, “Newsmax.”  While I glean a great deal of information by many of the writers in Newsmax, one article in the January issue left me to consider “A Ship Going the Wrong Way!”  
                                                               
Addressing the title, here’s a quote from the article: “Some Acts Are Unforgivable” by Dr. Laura Schlessinger.  Dr. Laura said:  “I’m wearying of folks misusing, abusing, manipulating, and totally misunderstanding the whole concept
of forgiveness.”  Dr. Laura says,  “There are some things that are unforgivable,” as she then wrote about “one of the guests with her at dinner who stated, “When you forgive the unforgivable, you become totally free,” which prompted her response that “telling’ someone you ‘forgive’ them is anything but caving to evil.  No, friends, some things should never be forgiven.  And each of us should be able to get on with our lives on alert, as well as at peace, once we’ve resolved that certain actions and people are unforgivable.”  
                              
There will always be those who maintain that a certain issue or issues have been done to them that have left them with only one personal response, and that they are not willing, nor able to forgive another person for the wrong done to them.  The Bible records the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:14-15 that could not be clearer. “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your father forgive your trespasses.” If you are a Christian, then as Christians we have no choice!  Should we choose to not forgive, we then completely forfeit our fellowship with God and any of His blessings here below and eternal, all because we choose to not forgive. Perhaps you remember when you were younger and someone would say to you such words as, “How dare you?!”  Can you almost hear the voice of God calling out similar words to anyone who would choose to not forgive…if we have been forgiven of ‘all our sins’…and this includes even the numerous ones we have forgotten about…how we dare withhold forgiveness when it should be offered to another.
                           
Here are two basic thoughts.  First of all, consider for a moment the consequences if you do not forgive.  I recently talked with a lady who now in her sixty’s, remains angry and bitter toward her dad.  During the course of a telephone call she expressed her continued anger although he had now been dead for close to fifteen years.  While she allowed anger and bitterness to be residence in her heart, she alone was the only one suffering. Sound strange…or might it sound familiar?  Perhaps even like something that you might be experiencing?  Some, even knowing the words of Jesus in Matthew 6, and, no doubt trying everything from tithing, double-tithing, praying hours a day, walking forward in a service when the urge is felt, having someone lay hands on them and praying, as well as demonstrating other “outward” signs, yet the anger remains pent up inside.  Any person needs to know that the only thing that will ever provide an inner sense of release is to forgive the one who has brought about the wrong.  According to scripture it is past time to forgive, to release that person as well as one’s self, and “Never pay back evil with more evil…never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. I will take revenge; I will pay them back, says the Lord” (Romans 12:17-19 NLT). 
 
A second thought would be to consider the consequences if you don’t forgive.  Put in simple fashion is the words of Jesus that say…if you don’t forgive…I won’t forgive you!  While that doesn’t mean He will refuse to look over and guide you, some day, some time, some way, will come the realization of just how much of life’s valuable time has now passed by, and, that could have been lived in a productive way.  While it could be personal health has suffered, or some other issue of life that has come that need not to have been; one thing I do know is that a lack of forgiveness can bring about sooner-than-needs-to-be signs of aging while putting lines on a face before need be.  In other cases a lack of forgiveness can show up in even causing sleeplessness.  The bottom line is that the lack of an unforgiving spirit adds up to one thing and one thing only:  The bitterness one experiences isn’t worth its cost, and one should realize that it is the enemy of our soul who is behind a person not offering forgiveness to another, and he loves it when unforgiveness remains because this is one way he can continue to have access into a life.  Dr. Laura is much like Jonah of old deciding what they think is best…and to find excuses for remaining as they are and in not acknowledging the words of scripture and to run from His ways and head for Tarshish.  We, like Jonah will learn that we can find ways and reasons to not forgive, but, we’ll one day learn we were on “A Ship Going the Wrong Way!”

                  
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie
