Broad or Narrow…It’s Your Choice!
Matt. 7:13 (NLB) “You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate.  The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.  But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult and only a few ever find it.”

I am convinced that without even realizing it, many in this world are traveling the world’s broad road - - - even though they believe what God says about the narrow road.  Since others see little difference in some of those who claim to be Christian, it looks as if little is required to follow God’s ways.  Is it any wonder that a great number of people are confused about God and Who He is?  
                                                   
I recall seeing a TV ad for a particular church group that showed a ‘perfect couple’ with ‘perfect matching clothes’; ‘perfect white teeth’; holding a ‘perfect formed child’; rowing across a ‘perfect little lake setting’ on a ‘perfect sun set evening’ with a ‘perfect rose colored sky,’ and then a subliminal message came on that indicated that if a person were to become part of “this church” they would then experience a ‘perfect life’.  That may make for a good movie or TV script advertisement; however it sure isn’t something that most, if any of us have found to translate into what’s called real life.         
If anyone expects the Christian walk to be a stroll in the park, you’d be wise to think again…because becoming a Christian doesn’t remove the struggles from your life, however you’ll be given the ‘tools’ to help you on through. A large number of dedicated Christians have lived some of the most difficult lives when it comes to pain and problems. To pretend otherwise is simply not being honest about life itself!  As we live in this world, we soon learn that as individuals were often betrayed by others; that children sometimes die too early; that cancer consumes our physical bodies and that the dreams we’ve had often end up shattered.  Hopefully for most, we can also learn from such pain that we are totally hopeless without God.
                 
Jeannie & I returned early last Saturday morning from West Virginia after taking part in the graduation, memorial & home-going service for a very young 60 year old, Carolyn Snider.  Most knew her as Tootie.  On the airplane during our return I was thinking of Tootie and her husband Steve.  As I reflected on their lives I considered these two questions.  What does it mean to have an authentic Christian faith?  And, what really does it require to have that faith?   For certain it doesn’t mean a life free from pain and difficulty, however, viewing their life does show that with God’s mighty hand of grace, life can not only be endured but be used to touch others with God’s grace.  A few years back, Steve and Tootie were pastors for some nine years in the Charleston, W.V. area before accepting another pastoral position in Fairmont, W.V.   When Tootie was in her thirty’s, she and Steve were blessed with a son, Brian.  When he was twenty-two, Brian ended up in an automobile accident that left him paralyzed from the waist down.  Faithful in all ways, Steve & Tootie have taken care of Brian these numbers of years.  In addition, Steve cares for his ninety-two year old mother…bathing her when there is no one else to help; cleans up after her when needed; and provides for her food and finances.  Then there is Steve’s aunt in whom he oversees the finances while making sure she is provided for by a caregiver.  In 2005, Tootie was diagnosed with a brain tumor and taking care of her needs was added to his plate.  All the while, these two served as W.V. CRA Leaders overseeing their local group in W.V. with Steve working a “full-time” job with W.V. wages.
                 
What does it mean to have an authentic Christian life like the Snider’s?  First of all, it doesn’t mean attaining perfection and it doesn’t mean living free from struggle…rather it often requires meeting issues of life head on.  And from these two I learned that no matter what may come our way, living godly lives leaves a person with no regrets. 
             
Secondly, their lives have been about ministry to others!  As Steve stood by the casket of the love of his life, a friend said, “Steve!  You have things backwards!  You’re suppose to let others minister to you and you’re the one giving them strength and support.” Steve said:  “No! I don’t have it backwards! God has given me a job to do and He gives me the strength to minister to others. Things are not backwards, but rather the exact way that God comforts us in our down times.” Steve said: “I’ve preached about faith for over 40 yrs. but in the last 3 ∏ yrs, Tootie taught me what faith is about.” 
                   
As we changed planes on the route home I called Steve to check in on him.  I told him again how the two of them had been such an incredible example for all who knew them. Now comes the third lesson I learned from Steve; He said, “God gave us things to do--For us the thing to do was be obedient!”
                                                                                
Heb. 13:5 “For God has said, I will never fail you, I will never abandon you”, however, please hear my heart when I say to you that you’ll never find Him on the broad road…He can only be found on the narrow road, and He’s the Only One who can bring you through the trials of this life.  
                  
I can also tell you this the next time Steve & Tootie meet there will be no more tears.
                
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
