FEAR!  A Four Letter Word!
 
This morning was another morning much like yesterday, the day before, and, the day before that.  News reports, covering issues such as the housing market; states and cities being in disarray financially (often because of greed) they are having to engineer ‘new schemes’ to tax people; the fear that your bank where you have what little you have deposited for a rainy day, that when that rain does come will be no more; fear of the changing climate; that man is destroying every living creature because of logging; the fear of earthquakes and volcanoes; strong winds; movies that portray ocean water is going to engulf certain cities, store closures, auto dealership’s closing, layoff’s, and more layoff’s, and…and…and.   Need I go on?  I don’t think so!
                                               
Lest you think I am belittling anyone who has lost their income, or their home, please know that not to be the case. Even here at CRA we are feeling the strong effect of lost donations that usually come in to help the ministry continue to preach the Gospel of Jesus nationwide.  Although our hearts break at even the thought of not being able to be available to minister at certain events to those who look forward to a CRA church services, counseling, and the printed materials that is provided for helps with families as well as individuals, our trust remains in the Name of the Lord who has promised to meet all the needs according to His Word.  In the years I’ve been privileged to be in ministry, I’ve never found one time…not one!...when the Lord has ever failed me, nor have I ever seen one battle that He has not won!  No matter what man may do or say to attempt to cause that “Fear! A Four Letter Word!” to bear down upon a person, the battle does ultimately belong to the Lord and, if we will walk in faith, we will see the victory.  I love the wording of I Kings 20:11 that remind us, “One who puts on his armor should not boast like one who takes it off.” What can mere man do to me!  Faith over fear will win out every time!  Not most of the time, but every time!
                              
The admonition of Psalm 2:10 reminds pastors to be wise; “be warned, you rulers of the earth” that for those who are within our arena of responsibilities to guide those to better understand the signs of our times.  Yet, Job 11:12 tell us what the chances of that will be when “Fear!  That Four Letter Word comes in.  “Mere man is as likely to be wise as a wild donkey’s colt is likely to be born a man!” (TLB).  Our world now ‘operates’ under a spirit of fear.  And as each day passes, man’s fears increase and are increased by those who have responsibility of helping to steer the ship into a safe harbor.  Surely you must agree that most everywhere we look, every direction we turn, decisions are being made, laws being passed with little intention of them being enforced; all the while criminals, drug runners, rapists and sexual perverts are being let out of jails and prisons and now free to live right next door to you and your children.  
                    
All the while, “Fear!  A Four Letter Word” is implanted into people’s minds, into their every day living, day after day; hour after hour, and minute by minute.  If you can get someone to slow down enough to hold a conversation, it won’t be but a few brief moments before you’re able to tell in which camp they live.  Either an existence of living in fear, or, living in faith.  It is impossible to do both!  The Bible says that “everything that does not come from faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23) and “if God is for us, who can (what) can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).
                                           
What can we do when “Fear!  That Four Letter Word” begins to crowd into our lives?  First we can take a lesson from the fog that often lies in the lowland between our home in Northern California and Central California around Fresno and Bakersfield.  There are times when the dense fog cuts visibility to less than fifty (50) feet. According to the U.S. Bureau of Standards, if the water from that amount of fog were to be condensed, it wouldn’t fill a small glass.  Like fog, our worries can completely block out our vision of the light of God’s promises, but in the final analysis, they wouldn’t fill even a small glass.  That’s where faith comes in…not fear!
                                
What else can we do when “Fear!…That Four Letter Word” begins to crowd into our lives?  We can take a lesson of the dog that fell into a farmer’s well.  Bruce Shelley of Denver, CO said that “after assessing the situation, the farmer decided that neither the dog nor the well was worth the bother of saving.  He’d bury the old dog in the well and put him out of his misery.  When the farmer began shoveling dirt down the well, initially the dog was hysterical.  But as the dirt hit his back, the dog realized every time dirt landed on his back, he could shake it off and step up.  Shake if off and step up; shake it off and step up!  No matter how painful the blows were, the dog kept shaking the dirt off and stepping up.  It wasn’t long before the dog, battered and exhausted, stepped over the wall of the well.  What seemed as though it would bury him actually benefited him---all because of the way he handled his adversity.” The adversities that come along to bury us usually have within them the potential to bless us.  Forgiveness, faith, prayer, praise, and hope are some of the biblical ways to shake it off and step up out of the wells in which we find ourselves.
                 
As for me, I don’t use four letter words!
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