Five Words of Warning!

In the Gospel of Mark, chapter four and verse 23 we find five words of warning from Jesus.  His words of warning were, “Be careful what you hear.”  Although I’ve heard few sermons based on these words, I see numerous points of application that could be applied for us today, and for all to be aware of.  A few examples would be these:  Be careful what you hear…on TV; Be careful of what you see and hear in the movie theaters; Be careful what you hear from those preaching “a gospel contrary to the one we (Apostle Paul) preached to you…” (Gal. 1:8), and be careful of those who dumb down the values of the United States by way of using their privilege that has been given to them when they “speak for America” by way of use of a hand-held microphone.
                   
Jesus said, “Be careful what you hear.” Think about this for a few minutes.  Not too many years ago countries such as England, Australia, New Zealand, and until recently even the U.S. were nations where Christianity was relevant and important in their society. Today in many of these as well as other countries there is little Christianity left in its public life.  Even here in the U.S. and before the last war, over one-half of the population attended church, where now Christian pollster George Barna reported in 2003 that only 43% claim to attend church.  While that figure could easily be far less, it might be an eye opener to learn that his additional report states that while 17% say they give 10 to 13% of their income to the church, according to church records only 3% actually do. Church attendance may as well be far less. Overall, today it should be obvious to be careful what you hear as America as a country is quickly choosing ‘the broad road’ rather then ‘the narrow way’ which is often witnessed by viewing what a person considers right rather than what God says.  Something is dreadfully wrong and shows issues of the heart when a nation runs rampant with issues such as abortion, same-sex marriage, murder, suicide, uncontrollable behavior, lawlessness, and euthanasia to name a few evils. What has happened?  
                      
Ps. 11:3 tells us exactly what that ‘something’ is.  “If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do? (ESV).  The NLT reads, “The foundations of law and order have collapsed. What can the righteous do?”  Don’t miss this! We need to understand the Bible is NOT saying God’s Word is going to be destroyed…for Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall never pass away” (Mt. 24:35), rather, when the foundations are taken out from under us, the righteous have God to cling to.  Those who live in California constantly hear of the danger of an earthquake, but no matter where a person lives in the world, that person must realize that if the foundation of a house is destroyed, the entire house is destroyed.  
                     
“What can the righteous do?” Believe the Bible!  It’s entirety!  Word for word!  The beginning book of the Bible, Genesis, is like the foundation of a house or building, and if Genesis is taken away or not taught as relevant, (in school or in the church) the entire structure will collapse and the foundation of Christianity will be gone.  If you want to understand marriage it must be looked at as to where it was first instituted. Gen. 1:27, “So God created human beings in his own image.  In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” One man, one woman! Anyone wanting to understand marriage only has to look at the book of Genesis for an answer.  Every Biblical doctrine can be found in the book of Genesis between chapter one and chapter eleven.  Consider the issue of male and female; marriage; why we wear clothes; why man is to have dominion over animals; why man must work; why is there sin; why is there a curse…it is all found between Gen. 1 and Gen. 11.  Every Biblical doctrine is found in these eleven chapters of the book of Genesis.
                 
Any church, school, whether grade school, high school, college, or private that teaches that Genesis is not important…and that it doesn’t matter whether a person believes in creationism or evolutionism…and all that really matters is that we believe Jesus is Who He said He was and that He died for our sins and rose again from the dead needs to hear again the words of Jesus to “Be careful what you hear!”  Is what Jesus did important?  Yes!  Vital? Yes! However, “Be careful what you hear” for if the foundation of Genesis is destroyed, all else is destroyed.  The words of Jesus recorded in John 8:58 said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am” He emphatically states that He, Jesus, was there in the beginning and that beginning is found in the book of Genesis. 
                  
“Be careful what you hear!”  Humanism (a system of thought that rejects religious beliefs and centers on humans and their values, capacities, and worth) is undermining the Christian values of America and the world and the adhering of that ‘value’ is undermining all of God’s Word.  If any person does not hold to the truth and accuracy of the book of Genesis, the entire foundation of the Bible is destroyed.
                     
“Be careful what you hear!”
                      
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
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