Heartbreak Hotel!

Jeannie and I returned from our yearly visit, attending a week at the SEMA Show in Las Vegas, Nevada.  What a city!  In all due respect to any person who lives in Las Vegas, as for the two of us as well as those in the CRA leadership who attended with us, we all were ready to get on the plane and out of town.  For many, the title used as this week’s CRA Moment title, “Heartbreak Hotel” conjures up memories of Elvis, with backup piano by Floyd Cramer, and the year 1956 when it was released, however, for us, it is something totally different.
 
While it’s prudent for us to attend the SEMA Show (and, in so many respects exciting to see both the present as well as new aftermarket parts and supplies for cars, street rods, and racing machines) so much of everything else, is nothing short of being in an atmosphere of “Heartbreak Hotel.”  Young men, boys, as well as girls, on the Las Vegas strip passing out cards encouraging those passing by to make the call to take in what women are advertising.  Then there is hotel after hotel with their large, illuminated neon signs, calling out to visitors to ‘take advantage’ of all that Las Vegas offers…after all…as they attempt to make you believe, what happens in Las Vegas, stays in Las Vegas.  As you look at all the multi-million dollar high-rise hotels and Casino’s, it’s very apparent that is true…when it comes to people’s money.  It certainly does stay in Las Vegas!  After dark, drivers are paid to do nothing more than drive the strip with their make shift flat bed type trucks carrying lighted signs advertising the same. If that doesn’t catch the person’s attention who came to the city for that and other purposes, maybe those walking the streets with a ‘sandwich’ board as covering, here again, advertising the same temptation, just might be what draws a person looking for a moment of attention.  ‘Heartbreak Hotel’ could not, in my opinion, much better describe the ‘happenings’ that take place in this city any better.
 
So, why were we even there?  I could write, which is correct, it was to meet with companies and organizations that CRA presently does chapel services for; to obtain others for 2010; and for PR purposes with companies who will be providing parts, etc. for CRA’s Hot Rod Camps; and, all this would be accurate.  However, there was and is a much more important reason, and the reason then takes us back to the above paragraph.  
 
The words of Jesus recorded in Luke 19:10 read, “For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” Think with me for just a moment at exactly what broad assortment of people that Jesus was drawn to.  In reading and before arriving at chapter 19 we see that He was drawn to those such as a dishonest tax collector; a demon possessed person; beggars; a prostitute; lepers; a loony-tune; a woman who was an adulteress; and just about everyone else that helps remind us of the day we live in.  All these, like those described during our week’s stay, thought they needed nothing more than what they already had, however, according to God’s standards they were all lost.  They needed help. Someone along the way asked the question that if Jesus was drawn to those who were such sinners, why isn’t the body of Christ as equally drawn?  It was Chris Tiegreen who shared what he basically felt was his answer to such a question by saying that many (who attend church…my words) can hardly say that they live to seek and save what is lost, and on the contrary, often give off an air of feeling superiority to those are presently outside of Christ.  
 
In reading the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, one can see that for three years Jesus never ceased from teaching; rubbing shoulders with; sitting in a home next to a lost person; talking to a woman at the well who had five husbands while the one she was now living with was not her husband; even being rejected by his own family and witnessing his brothers disbelief; and then enduring the world’s hatred of Him and what good He sought to bring about in their lives; all the while ‘keeping on keeping on’ because He knew they all needed help.  They didn’t need to hit the next jackpot…like so many in Las Vegas were trying to do, they, like those Jesus dealt with needed what only He could offer and that was freedom from their sins and the opportunity to gain eternal life.  I wonder if far too much of our personal evangelism is left at church after the Sunday morning service rather than it making it to the highways of life where the lost and brokenhearted live each and every day?   
 
Until the day we see those who the Lord allows to be in our immediate area come into a saving knowledge of Jesus, I trust our hearts ache as if in a “Heartbreak Hotel.”  His did!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie
