Here Are My Questions!

On our ministry travel from the Kansas City NASCAR track headed to the NASCAR track at Joliet, IL, Jeannie and I were able to spend a few days with two of CRA’s Board Members, Dennis and Cindy Waldner.  While the two girls spent a day at Best Buy deciding upon and purchasing a new laptop computer & all its components, (ours got a bad virus [beware] and died!) Dennis and I escaped to hide out a few hours in a Christian bookstore.  As I’m confident you’ve noticed, even in many such stores, a shopper will find various books with far removed titles and authors offering views far from Biblical truths.  Not only can a person find the latest ‘off-beat’ book or DVD movie; all too often the lost and misleading words of such TV personalities such as Oprah Winfrey expressing her empty and mindless thoughts are found among other authors one should be very wary of.  
                  
Here Are My Questions!  When you hear, see, or read such anti-biblical writing’s of Oprah and Eckhart Tolle, how do you react within?  Do you sense ‘a righteous anger’ rising and find yourself asking God to act according to His words in Jer. 15:6 that since “You have abandoned me, and turned your back on Me.” says the Lord, “therefore, I will raise my fist to destroy you.  I am tired of always giving you another chance.”  Or, what takes place inside your being when atheist writers like Lauren Sandler who in her book “Righteous: Dispatches from the Evangelical Youth Movement” writes, “It’s madness that to live a life of meaning, one would be required to swear that a man was resurrected from the dead two thousand years ago, and that his dad created the earth a few thousand years before that.  Obviously, plenty of us secularists build our purpose-driven lives without God.”
                                
We understand such words as David’s in Psalm 140:8 to, “Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the wicked; do not further their evil plot or they will be exalted,” when we read of other writers such as atheist, Douglas Preston.  Preston who writes in his book, “Blasphemy,” “That’s how it is with death.  One day, bang!  Everything’s gone.  Memories, hopes, dreams, houses, loves, property, money.  Our families and friends shed a tear, hold a ceremony, and go on with their lives.  We become a few fading photographs in an album.  And then those who loved us die, and those who loved them die, and soon even the memory of us is gone.”  Perhaps Preston was expressing thoughts akin to what I recently asked Jeannie.  While home for a few weeks between CRA services, we were having dinner one evening.  Following the “promotion” of her mother and dad to glory, we had acquired a box of memorabilia along with pictures of people posed in a family setting.  As I glanced over to one old picture with six or seven people dressed in what had the appearance of nineteenth century dress---men, women, children---I asked, “Who are those people?”  Back to Preston’s words in his book I quote his words that… “For the most part, nobody knows who they are anymore…Gone and forgotten.  And, to what purpose?”
                  
Now back to my question. When you hear, see, or read such anti-biblical writing’s of those I’ve mentioned as well as others, what do you sense in your inner being? Anger?  Irritation?  Disgust?  Get-um-God!  Don’t let them get by with what they are saying.  Raise your fist against them, O Lord!  Squash them!
               
Do you suppose that many of these mentioned as well as others have looked at ‘the church world as a whole’ and have made particular decisions based on what they’ve viewed in some rather than going to the Word to see Who Jesus is?  We’re living in one of the most spiritual thinking and searching periods of time in history, as everyone seems open to ‘spiritual things’.  The problem is … what “spiritual things” are they are pursuing?  Perhaps it would be a good idea to remember that Jesus died for the Church, not the church!  He didn’t die for a denomination, institution, or seminary.  Jesus died for all; however, there is a Church within the church adhering to His instructions.  As one writer once wrote, “I think we should try actually being the Church--the way it’s supposed to be.  I’m not sure most churches have ever been part of the Church in recent decades.”
                      
John Avant writes, “So what’s God waiting for?  If he wants to revive our churches, why doesn’t he just do it?”  He continues on to say, “Revival is definitely a sovereign work of God that we don’t always fully understand. God doesn’t send it until at least a remnant of his people are ready to know what to do with it.  God always uses people.  He appears to have no Plan B.”  Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed…” (Lk. 4:18).
       
My final question!  I wonder what all might happen if we would choose to do it Jesus’ way?
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