How Is It You’re Known?
When it comes time that we need a Walmart, Target, Costco, J.C. Penney’s, or, for that fact, anything larger than a CVS Drug Store, or what little can be found in our little towns only grocery store; obtaining the items we need require us to travel from the hills where we live into a larger city.  As we get down to more of the flat land, it’s then that we pass acres and acres of trees that will soon be bearing its own kind of fruit.  After seeing row after row of some type of tree, more than once, we have asked one another as to what kind of tree a particular one might be. More times than not, neither of us are sure if they are orange, lemon, peach, pear, walnut, or for that matter, what other type it might be.  Can you tell the number of years we’ve lived in the country is far less than our days in the city?  For those who are farmers or “green-thumb” folks, you’re no doubt saying these two certainly do show that they’re not country folks.  Last week while making a trip in to town for some shopping, Jeannie’s eyes were struck with the sight of acres of large, flourishing trees that would soon be bearing fruit.  On this trip she called out the type of trees they were.  Could it have been that her seeing oranges, some small, some larger, but both hanging from its branches caused her to realize that it was an orchard of orange trees?  The point is that the tree was known by its fruit.

If you’ve accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior of your life; God has planted a garden or, better yet, an orchard full of plantings in your life.  I Cor. 3:9 reads, “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.”  That verse in Max Lucado’s New Century Version Bible reads, “We are God’s workers, working together; you are like God’s farm, God’s house.”  The Amplified reads, “For we are fellow workmen (joint promoters, laborers together) with and for God; you are God’s garden and vineyard and field under cultivation, [you are] God’s building.”  Some may need to read that verse a couple of times to allow it to get down deep where God wants it to be. “You are like God’s farm”; you are like “God’s garden and vineyard”.  If at this moment you’re not feeling quite that way, then re-read the last part of the verse as the Amplified states it:  “You are God’s … field under cultivation, [you are] God’s building.” And being under “cultivation”, He has now passed the assignment to the Holy Spirit of being Gardner of our life.  One of the jobs of the Holy Spirit is to help us bear good fruit, recognizable by others, everywhere we go, in everything we do, and with everything we say.

It was Joyce Meyers in one of her teachings regarding fruit or the lack of fruit in a persons life that said, while many can carry large Bibles, wear Christian jewelry, and display a large collection of Christian books in their home, that has no bearing (pardon the pun, my words) on how much, if any fruit their life is producing.  There’s no greater joy to this man’s heart than when I pull up my e-mail’s and see that I’ve got one addressed to “Popa from Alyssa.”  I love each one of our seven grandkids, and I want, and need to hear from them. It does my heart little good to know that I’ve got grandchildren out there somewhere; some place, some city, yet never, or seldom hear from them. Likening that to our lives…for some, if things are going well in their life, it may be weeks or months they will go without reading their Bible or praying.  Is it just possible that if the Lord doesn’t hear from us except when we’re in a bind, when our backs are up against the wall with health issues, bills due, or car problems.  Jesus said in Matthew 12:37 “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words (or lack of…my words) you will be condemned.”  What we choose to do will be a living demonstration of the teaching of Jesus whose words are recorded in Matthew 7:20 when He said that we will know people by their fruit.  If you’re an apple tree…might you think you’re going to produce apples?  If you’re an orange tree, you’re going to produce oranges!  If you’re a ____________ tree (you fill in the blank) you’re going to produce that very same type of fruit.   

Another thing we noticed as we passed these orchards, (especially since here in Northern California we’ve had little rain since the first of the year) that a number of the trees are requiring irrigation.  Before fruit can be produced from any tree, watering and proper nurturing is necessary.  Like each one of us, if our inner spirit is not being fed daily through reading; praying; listening to solid Biblical teaching CD’s and DVD’s; taking in worship CD’s; then it’s not being properly irrigated.  The results will be obvious…as Jesus said: “Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” 
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