How Long?
 
Ps. 119:89-90 in the NKJV reads, “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.  Your faithfulness endures to all generations.”  The Amplified reads, “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven (stands firm as the heavens).  Your faithfulness is from generation to generation,” and the Contemporary English Version reads, “Our Lord, You are eternal! Your word will last as long as the heavens.  You remain faithful in every generation.”
                            
No matter what you are going through, the Bible, God’s Word to you, has an answer, no matter the problem or issue.  If you’re lacking courage; needing strength; feeling fearful; needing encouragement; feeling lonely; worried; needing protection, or even fighting a bad habit that’s been holding your down and back from God’s highest blessings; the Bible has your answer.  The Bible gives you promise after promise if you’re wondering if you’re going to make it through.  Here’s the good news!  You’re going to not only make it through…you’re coming through this very minute.  All because of the mercy and grace of God!  You can know that with total and complete assurance because Lamentations 3:22-23 tells us, “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed.  Because His compassions fail not! They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.”
                                   
The Psalmist David tells us of His faithfulness in Psalm 66:12 when he wrote these words:  “We went through fire and through water; but You brought us out to rich fulfillment.”  However…say that word aloud…however…there is an important part that you and I must be party too in doing what’s required of us.  In the first six verses of Proverbs 3 we’re given three Scriptural principles that no matter what you’re facing will help to pull you through.  Vs.1, “My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep My commands.”  In other words, never forget the things I, the Lord, have taught you.  Begin to saturate your self with the Word…then when the devil begins to tell you you’ll not get your healing; that job; your marriage healed; the finances you need; don’t listen to him.  Remind him of God’s mercy!  Ephesians 3:4, “But God, who is rich in mercy because of His great love with which He loved us.”
                                               
The second point we find in Proverbs 3 is found in verse 5.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.”  The NLT reads, “Seek his will in all your do and He will show you which path to take.”  It doesn’t mater how dark the world around us may become in the coming days, and it doesn’t matter how hard the devil tries to bring you down.  If you remain steadfast, dependable, trustworthy, loyal, constantly service the Lord and doing what is right, He will bring you through in victory.  Remember back to the story of Daniel in Daniel 6 and him being in the lion’s den.  When he walked out of that lion’s den the next morning, unhurt, the number one thing that stood out with the king was Daniel’s faithfulness.  He was faithful---both in spiritual and in natural things, and God brought him out!  And, He will do the same for you if you’ll be faithful with what He has given you right now, and with what He’s told you to do.  He’s faithful in all His promises!  He is not mad at you!  No matter what you have done in the past!  “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward those who fear (reverence) Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:11-12).  “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (Hebrews 8:12).  If the Lord doesn’t remember our sins, then why should we once we’ve asked for forgiveness of them?  His Word and His mercy endures forever! How long? Forever!
 
The third point we find in Proverbs 3 verse 6, “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  When human strength ends, God has promised His miraculous power will bring you through.  So, if you’re facing a crisis today, if you’re sick and medicine has failed you; if your finances are out of control; if your family is falling apart; if bad habits have you hopelessly bound; if you’ve done absolutely all you know to do and you still haven’t gotten results, then look up and be encouraged for when human strength ends, the power of God excels!  Do these three steps and you’ll need to not ever have to ask again, how long it will be before He shows up?  You’ll begin to realize afresh that His grace IS sufficient for you and that His mercy endures forever, and ever!
 
The morning I was preparing to share much of this message, I had just read the story of a missing 2-year old boy who was kept safe and warm all night long by the family dog.  The story read that twenty-two month old Tyler Jacobson was reported missing around 8:00 pm on a Friday evening.  County deputies used a bloodhound tracking team and a helicopter with infrared capabilities, but they called the search off around 12:30am Saturday.  The search then resumed around 7:45am, and the boy was found thereafter.  During the night the family dog was keeping watch over his 22-month-old-master in temperatures that got down near freezing.  He never left the little boy!  You need to know that Jesus loves you so much that He will never leave you, nor will He ever forsake you.  He is your very best friend!  How long?  Forever and ever!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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