“How Will I Know?”
 
Although it’s very early in this New Year of 2012, I sense in my inner person that many reading this (as well as other weekly CRA Moments) feel what can best be described in one word; the word discouraged!  Discouraged can be also described with other words such as: disheartened; dispirited; downcast; depressed; dejected; or unenthusiastic about most any and all things.  While every so often a smile might be able to be seen on your face, most often throughout the day a smile is seldom realized by you or others.  Quite the opposite, some individuals face will often reflect a smirk, or a raised eyebrow which ‘outshines’ the place of a warm and inviting smile.  Perhaps even you may feel such a spirit of discouragement when you’ve reasoned within yourself that you have little to smile about since you’ve been praying…so long…yet to this moment haven’t seen the answer to your prayer manifested into all you’ve been praying and believing for.  “How will I know if my prayer is going to be answered?  At least answered in the manner I’m praying for?”  Or, “How long will it be before that answer comes, and ‘How Will I Know’?”
 
Did you know that Abraham was faced with the same situation, and he too asked God similar questions!  Genesis 15 is where we find the story of God speaking to Abraham and telling him there would be “one who will come from your own body (and) shall be your heir.”  It’s important to remember that Abraham was nearing 100 years of age and his wife Sarah was no youngster being ninety years of age.  For those of us who are motorheads, perhaps it’s best pictured this way.  It’s one thing to be driving a 1940’s era or 1932 year old car, however taking Abraham and Sarah’s years of age into account would be like driving a 1912 year old car with its stock engine, frame and transmission!   While all cars have certain class of their own…it takes some real doings to make a 1912 or earlier year look good!  Abraham said; “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?”  In Abraham’s case, if you read the entire story you realize that God took his question very seriously, and went on to show him just how serious He was about being his provider, his protector, and in addition, what all He, God was going to do to provide for him materially and financially.  In fact, God was so serious that He told Abraham that He was going to make a covenant with him.  There is a big difference between a contract and a covenant in that a contract is only good for a period of time, which has been determined on by the parties involved.  A covenant is a permanent agreement between two parties.  For instance, Jeannie and I made a permanent covenant when we stood together, as three close minister friends spoke over our lives and one of them pronounced us man and wife.  (No!  It didn’t take three to get the job done…these were just three of our close associates in ministry.)  There was however, a big part that we had to play to make a marriage strong, and that came best in the words from Pastor Ron Reiser who said:  “I have tied the knot as best as I can.  It is now your responsible to see that the knot stays tied!”  That responsibility was now on us, and it’s worked all these years!  A covenant was agreed upon and is, and will be fulfilled.
 
Abraham said, “How will I know?”  The way for any one of us to know is to believe, receive, and accept the words of the Bible as truth in our lives.  Jesus once asked a question, “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?”  No amount of worry can get our prayers answered.  If you find yourself facing a doctor’s report that was far less than good; no amount of worry is going to help you a bit.  In fact, quite the opposite is true.  Worry will help greatly in bringing about greater health problems.  How about when you get angry with another?  Help or hinder?  It definitely hinders, for medical science has shown that when a person’s face gets red with expressions of anger, the wall of the stomach get red and can actually (if the pattern continues) become red and inflamed as well.  It’s then that ulcers often begin to be experienced as a result of our uncontrolled actions and responses.
 
 “Well!”  You might say, “I am very concerned about the election coming up, and exactly what might happen if the wrong person(s) are placed in office.  Paul said in Romans 13:1 “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” In short…like marriage vows…when you and I do our part God will do His part, and His part is to appoint and remove at His command.  He always casts the deciding vote!
 
There is nothing left for you to do to earn God’s blessings for your life.  You only need to hear, receive, believe and speak the words of the Bible in order to have your sickness made whole; your fears disappear; and your family made complete.  “How Will I Know?”   “Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you” (I Peter 5:7).
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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