How to Be a Winner!

It is my usual ‘custom’ that when I come into my office each morning, the first thing I do is read a chapter or two from the Bible. Most often that consists of reading at least one chapter from the book of Psalm, as well as the chapter in Proverbs that corresponds with the date and day of the month.  Thirty-one chapters in Proverbs works quite well considering each month have at least thirty to thirty-one days.  One verse from Proverbs that has always been a favorite is that which is found in chapter 16 and verse 2.  The NIV reads, “All a man’s ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the Lord.” Now, check this out! The LB Bible records that same verse by putting it in the form of a question: “We can always prove that we are right, but is the Lord convinced?”

All one needs to do is read various statistics of those polled across the United States to quickly learn that for the most part, individuals are determined to do what we ‘think’ is right and, to make a conscious choice to do what is wrong.  It’s a question and worthy of an answer to then ask that when a non-Christian world looks at those who make the claim to be a Christian, might they, at times question if we’re really all that we are saying we are?
 
I have always enjoyed reading stories about Abraham Lincoln.  What you saw is what you got!  In an autobiography about the life of Abraham Lincoln that was written, one story in the book told of a day that he visited a slave auction and was quite “appalled by the sights and sounds” taking place with the buying and selling of, not animals, but human beings.  As Lincoln gazed upon the plight of these women, his heart was particularly drawn to a young woman on the block who looked hardened by the years of obvious abuse she had endured.  The young woman stared straight ahead with eyes of contempt and hatred toward everyone around her.  The auctioneer began the bidding and Lincoln offered a bid.  As others shouted their bids, Lincoln would counter-bid until he had finally won and had purchased this young woman which he then went forward and handed the auctioneer the money taking ownership of the young woman.  Now the woman, with eyes of disdain focused her eyes on him as she asked him what he was going to do with her.  Lincoln looked at her and said, I’m going to set you free.  “Free?”  She asked.  “Free from what and for what?”  Lincoln’s response to her question was just four words, “Just free!  Completely free.”  With that the woman then asked, “Free to do whatever I want to do?”  She challenged him.  “Yes,” he said, “Free to do whatever you want to do and free to say whatever you want to say and free to go wherever you want to go.”  It was then the young woman responded with a smile and said, “Then, I’m going with you!”  It seems quite obvious that this woman knew that the person who had just purchased her was different from anyone who had previously owned her, as well as believing she would be safe and could trust this man Abraham Lincoln.
 
If there has been a time when you felt like the woman must have felt, and that you were the one on the auction block, not knowing what tomorrow might bring, in whom then did you focus your eyes upon?  Having a right focus in important!  In the world of motorsports we view a street rod builder by the results of his work. When it comes to an upholstery job, the results of his or her work is viewed as to how the interior turns out and, with an engine builder, the results of whether they knew what they were doing or not will be based on the results of performance.  Or how about this?  How do you handle what you think are disappointment’s of life?  When you, or your car or whatever else fills in the blank was not picked.  How do you respond?  Does life then become more about ‘me’ than about others?  For us as Believers, our life is an advertisement!  An advertisement by the way we live and talk, by the movies we choose to see as well as the video’s we rent, and especially about the way we handle issues, and even crisis of this life.
 
Just as a church is viewed by the kind of men and women it creates as well as those it sends out into society, Jesus is viewed and seen by the type of men and women we as individuals are, and how we respond to situations we’re confronted with.
 
“Commit your actions to the Lord, and your plans will succeed” (Prov. 16:9).
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