How to Get There From Here!
                                 
Have you ever ‘had’ to stop and ask for directions?  While there are many jokes about how men simply won’t ‘lower’ themselves to such a level, for many that is not as accurate as some would want you to think. Most, at one time or another, have found it necessary and then asked as to the specific heading of where they were going.  Assuming one is willing to ask for help, often the problem then arises as to whether or not you were able to understand once directions were offered.  If so, after you followed what was given, did they get you where you wanted to go or were you led astray?  More often than not, when I have ‘humbled myself enough’ to ask someone at a gas station or some other location for help, I often hear a response much like this: “I’m new here myself, and can’t help you.”  At other times I’ve had a person tell me that although they’ve lived around there for many years, they are unable to give basic directions to what is even some of the city’s best known attractions.  There have also been times I’ve asked about directions to a local drag strip with the only response that came back was a blank stare.  How could a person live in a city and not know about many of their well known sights?  There are other times a person will answer back with such complicated directions, and hand signals, they are impossible to follow.  
                         
Consider the story of the weary traveler who sought directions to a certain address by stopping a pedestrian on the street.  He said, “That’s on the other side of town.”  When asked how to get there the person rattled off an array of alternatives.  “When I leave home I take the interstate and then the 5th Street exit.”  Then he scratched his head and said, “however, when I leave work I can get there by taking the by-pass-road and come to it straight down the road.” The traveler asking the question said that before he could say anything the man then said, “when I leave my mother’s house, I take the freeway. It’s a straight shot, just one turn.”  The traveler interrupted and said, “But how do I get there from here?”  The pedestrian responded, “From here?  I’m sorry, but I don’t have the slightest idea!”
                         
There are many today who are attempting to find the way to God in much a similar way.  They are busy reading life’s street signs, but have no idea or understanding as to which way to go.  Many of those same people have decided to simply drive through life, hoping they will stumble upon the life that they are convinced or hoping will lead them to the eternity they are seeking after.  Others have asked directions from a person or a group who have steered them in circles and left them more confused than they even were in the beginning, while others have stopped looking for a Godly life altogether.
                         
Not long ago a pastor friend set in my office as we discussed what we felt was taking place in much of the church world of today.  The one thing we both readily agreed on was the fact that for the most part, church people lacked being taught the very basic principles of New Testament living.  While I am blessed with evangelistic sermons that inspire and get folks excited and shouting hallelujah’s, I’m personally much more blessed when I see people’s lives change and growth taking place that continues on day after day and year after year.  Having proper teaching and instruction to help with right and left turns is vital to getting to the proper destination desired. After all, if we don’t know where we’re going how is it we’re going to know when we arrive? 
                         
Here’s a good beginning on “How to Get There From Here!” The Apostle Paul gave some specific directions that are recorded in his first of two letters to the church in Corinth. For ALL who will follow his directions, not one will head the wrong way. Paul’s directions are straight-forward and they read like this:  “Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves.  Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God.  Some of you were once like that.  But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 6:9-11 NLT).
                         
We’re then reminded as to “How to Get There From Here!” “…realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God?  You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body” (vs. 19-20).
                         
Follow these directions and you’ll not get lost!
                         
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
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