If This Was My Last Message!

A pastor by the name of Richard Baxter had one specific goal in his preaching.  No matter the content of the sermon, that which ‘wrapped itself around his message was always basically the same, and that was that he wanted to preach as if he would never preach again.  Also, his goal was to deliver the message as a dying man to a room full of dying people.  While, thankfully, while I don’t feel (one never knows) this to be my last CRA Moment to write, by way of a few lines I’m going to attempt to speak out with a similar urgency that Richard Baxter had.
                                
In Psalm 90:12 the Psalmist David encourages us to number our days in such a way that we recognize our brief life truly is.  David wrote, “Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.” I feel confident that each and every person reading this CRA Moment would agree David’s words are good and solid advice for all, for it is a fact there is “brevity of life.”  May I also insert that David’s words are equally as important for ministers for they too die and should be aware of the shortness of this life, and the importance of telling it the way the Bible says that it is.  As I consider a few points I would attempt to make “If This Was My Last Message”, the first of those points would be to direct my words to those in my immediate family.  Each person has responsibilities to those closest to them.  Could it be that far too often we’ve uttered the words of Luke 4 and verse 24 that “…no prophet is accepted in his own hometown”, therefore we’ve concluded there is little use, therefore, little attempt is made to speak truth into our immediate families lives; therefore, we’ll just leave it to someone else!  “If This Was My Last Message” it would be to those I love most…my family.  All of us have responsibilities to our families and I would assure them of my faith in Jesus Christ which provides for me eternal life, and that they too can know of their own assurance if they accept Jesus. Sadly, many leave loved ones wondering whether they will ever see them again rather than letting them know the opportunity for them all to be in heaven together, and for all eternity.  I would also tell them how it was that God spoke to my heart about His love and about how I trusted Christ as my Savior.  I think I would then tell about while giving thanks for those in the family who lived the Christian life before me and who lived a life of example that I could visibly see and follow.
                       
“If This Was My Last Message” I would describe certain church services when I experienced the out-pouring of God’s love and His Spirit; when I ‘heard’ His voice speaking to my inner man; when I experienced ‘the charge’ that went completely through my being as I knew that I knew that I knew the Holy Spirit was doing His work of cleansing and adjusting in my life.  I would also talk to my loved ones about the wonderful miracle of knowing beyond a shadow of doubt where I would draw my next breath after this life.  I would then share some of my favorite Bible verses that gave me assurance of my salvation such as John 6: 37, “…those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will never reject them” as well as I John 5:11-12, “And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.”
                        
“If This Was My Last Message” I would strive to explain where I’ll be living.  That when I die I’ll move to a new address called heaven!  I would explain how when Christians depart this earth, according to Phil. 1:20-23 they will move to a better place.  That according to 2 Cor. 5:8 we immediately leave our bodies on our move upward to heaven. “If This Was My Last Message” I would tell of the place Jesus has been preparing in heaven for me according to John 14:1-3.  I would explain that according to Rev. 5:8-12 it’s a place filled with music;  Rev. 14:13, a place of rest;  Rev. 19:7 a place of rejoicing;  Rev. 21:10-23 a place of beauty;  Rev. 21: 27 that nothing evil will be allowed to enter;  Rev. 22: 12 that Jesus is “coming soon, bringing (His) reward with to repay all people according to their deeds”, and that tomorrow I, personally will be with Him for ever.
                     
“If This Was My Last Message” I would make an appeal to those who are lost to remind them that Jesus came to search out and save those who are lost, and my last message would be an urgent appeal to all who would hear to be saved.  I would preach sin as deadly and damning while the love of Jesus demonstrated on the cross of Calvary provided full payment for our sins and an open door to heaven and eternal life. Finally, “If This Was My Last Message”, in spite of how there have been those who have said how, at times I will go on and on; I would make my last message an invitation that would be long…tearful…and pleading.
                  
Question:  If today was to be your last message, what do you think you would say?
               
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
