Isn’t it Interesting?
  
While this scripture is a little lengthy, it’s important, and vital to today.  Don’t skip it for you will find it well worth your time.  In the O.T. book of 2 Kings 20:1 we read, “About that time Hezekiah became deathly ill, and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to visit him.  He gave the king this message: ‘This is what the Lord says: Set your affairs in order, for you are going to die.  You will not recover from this illness.’  When Hezekiah heard this, he turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, ‘Remember, O Lord, how I have always been faithful to you and have served you single-mindedly, always doing what pleases you.’ Then he broke down and wept bitterly.”  A few verses later we pick up additional information of what took place with Hezekiah.  Verse 6, “I will (the Lord…my words) add fifteen years to your life….” & 7, “Then Isaiah said, ‘Make an ointment from figs.’ So Hezekiah’s servants spread the ointment over the boil, and Hezekiah recovered!”    
                                                                                                                                                                           
Why is it that most any individual in prison would rather continue living in the confines of an 8 ft. wide, 8 ft. high, and 12 ft. long room, rather than to die?  Why would they rather live alone, shut out from society, with their only freedom being thirty to sixty minutes on the other side of the steel bars that hold them rather than die?  Why is it that most enter a hospital when they are sick; having difficulty breathing; suffering from chest pains; or broken bones, rather than die?  Why is it that most elect to take medication (drugs) to help with the debilitating results of cancer?  Why do some even go to what some might think is extreme in travel to foreign countries to try something “experimental” when a doctor suggests “it might” add days, months, or even years to their life?
 
Isn’t it Interesting?  Hunky actor, Dirty Dancing star, Patrick Swayse, is presently “fighting for his life against pancreatic cancer” rather than die.  Charlie’s Angel star, Farrah Fawcett fought aggressively against the cancer that had attached itself to her body, and, “Isn’t it Interesting?” that more recently, Senator Edward Kennedy finally succumbed to brain cancer after his continued fight in order to live and not die.  Others invest ‘mega-dollars’ in Cryonics.  In case you may not be familiar with the term; Cryonics is the “caring for terminal patients after contemporary medicine can no longer treat them effectively.”  Patients placed into cryopreservation (frozen) have the potential of being cured and returned to life with the advanced techniques of future medicine.  “Isn’t it Interesting?” that mankind has such a strong desire to live and not die. For some this “procedure” is often equated with “raising the dead” or tying to avoid a spiritual afterlife or God’s judgment. What a surprise for such individuals who don’t want to die!
 
The desire to live is not only that which we find in human beings, but it can also be seen in even God’s tiniest creations (even those who are so small that man cannot even find a trace of a mind) found creeping on the ground as well as those that fly in the air.  In our backyard we have a birdhouse that hangs from a steel pole, which is high enough to keep cats from being unable to reach their prey.  Yet, when a human being walks out on the back patio…birds’ scatter in every direction.  “Isn’t it Interesting?” that even the birds of the air desire to live and not die at the hands of some ‘strange-looking-creature’ that has appeared. We also have deer that frequent our property, yet when they get a glimpse of a human…their gone!  Better to run and be able to live another day!

It cannot be responsibly argued against the fact that man desires to live as long as possible and not to have life cut short by disease, accident, war, murder, age, or in any other way.  While Scientists attempt to tell us that medical breakthroughs are coming which “may make it possible” for man to live as long as 150 years.  Interestingly, the Psalmist David penned the words in Psalm 39: 4, “Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be.  Remind me that my days are numbered—how fleeting my life is.  You have made my life no longer than the width of my hand.  My entire lifetime is just a moment to you; at best, each of us is but a breath.” Psalm 39: 12b, “For I am your guest---a traveler passing through.”  Psalm 90:10 then reminds us that “Seventy years are given to us!  Some even life to eighty.  But even the best years are filled with pain and trouble; soon they disappear, and we fly away.”
 
So!  What’s the real reason that we don’t simply just go ahead a pull the plug on someone and let them die?  It’s really quite simple!  Paul makes it clear in I Cor. 6: 19; “You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price.  So you must honor God with your body”, and chapter 3:16; “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?” Obviously to any clear thinking individual, there’s nothing to be considered here except the words of Psalm 31:15 that should be the clincher! “My time is in your hands!”  Or as the NLT reads, “My future is in your hands.”  It is God who makes the decision as to when…not man!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
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