It’s Not Open for Debate! 
 
I read of a school teacher who had injured his back and was forced to wear a plaster cast that was fitted around the upper part of his body.  With the cast on, and it fitting under his shirt, its appearance was completely unnoticed by the casual observer.  On the first day of the new term, and, with him now having to wear the cast under his shirt, he found that in addition to that issue he also learned that he had been assigned to some of the toughest students in the school.  A double whammy!  Not willing to be the brunt of anyone’s jokes or the target of some of the tough guys and girls disrespect he came up with an idea.  As he walked confidently into the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as wide as possible and then busied himself with his desk work.  As the classroom filled with ‘students’ gazed periodically his way and wondered if he was intimated and fearful to begin the class, a strong breeze blew through the open window making his tie flap. Quickly he took the desk stapler from the drawer and almost violently stapled the tie to his chest.  You probably have already figured it out that for the remainder of the entire term, he had no trouble at all with issues of discipline.
                                       
The point of this story leaves an understanding that the teacher got the attention of his class because of a simple act.  He proved that no matter how tough the class thought they were, he was tougher!  And, whether the story is true or untrue is not known, the following story is true, illustrating and proving the point that, “It’s Not Open for Debate!”
                             
Exodus 19 and beginning with verse 16 reads, “On the morning of the third day, thunder roared and lighting flashed, and a dense cloud came down on the mountain.”  Following in verse 18 and 20, “All of Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the Lord had descended on it in the form of fire.  The smoke billowed into the sky like smoke from a brick kiln, and the whole mountain shook violently.  The Lord came down on the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain.  So Moses climbed the mountain.  Then the Lord told Moses, ‘Go back down and warn the people not to break through the boundaries to see the Lord, or they will die.  Even the priests who regularly come near to the Lord must purify themselves so that the Lord does not break out and destroy them.”  Words are recorded in Hebrews 12:21 that read, “Moses himself was so frightened at the sight that he said, ‘I am terrified and trembling.’” No matter how tough these Israelites may have thought they were up to this time, God proved in short order that He was tougher.
                               
Basically God came down (if you will) to the top of the mountain to let Moses as well as all those coming out of Egypt that their ideas of how to take care of, and provide for themselves, wasn’t cutting it with Him.  We are now living in a similar day when many aspects of our society from, our court system; the political arena; (including those in the “big” Washington White House) to even many of today’s churches (especially those whose pastor is teaching little more than a “feel-good”, can’t we all just get along…watered down gospel) which as the Apostle Paul says, “isn’t a gospel at all” need to hear as well and maybe have posted on their office wall, a few of the lessons learned from The One on top of the mountain.  Words, followed up by hard-learned lessons such as:  I am God…and you’re not!  I make all the rules…and you don’t!  Furthermore, if you want My blessings in your life…and, if you don’t want to feel as though your day’s activities have left you feeling like you got out on the wrong side of the bed, then it’s going to be wise that you quickly come to grip with the fact that the laws I’ve given to you are NOT open for debate.  In five short words, “You don’t get to vote!”  “And here’s one more thing that many of you are attempting to do that isn’t setting well with Me!  That is, you don’t get to choose which part or parts of My Word you like and which parts you don’t!”
                           
In short may I summarize a few thoughts found in the teaching of the Bible:  First, it’s impossible (not improbable…it’s impossible) to get to heaven simply by way of natural descent.  Personal salvation is not based on what dad and mom may have believed.  It is a personal decision only each individual can make.  Second, one cannot get to heaven simply by feeling and believing they are acceptable to God.  It’s impossible to decide you’re good enough, or that you’ve given enough to charity.  And, you can’t even get to Heaven based on the amount of time you read your Bible or say ‘some’ prayer.  In short there’s only one way!  Accept Jesus into your heart; live and conduct your life as an “example of the believer”, and ask God for His mercy and grace, for as Ephesians 2:8 (NLB) reads, “God saved you by his grace when you believed.  And you can’t take credit for this: It is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.”

And, “It’s Not Open for Debate!”  
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