It’s Really Quite Obvious!

Sunday morning Jeannie and I along with other CRA leaders were at O’Reilly Raceway Park in Indianapolis, IN, conducting two morning CRA Chapel services.  Earlier as I had looked back at notes from one year ago in Indy, I read these words I had spoken in the message 365 days earlier.  Call them prophetic or simply words from a traveling preacher, however, take a few moments and consider if the words spoken do not have specific relevance to where we are today.
                                   
The following sentences in quotes were spoken.  All words in caps and bolded have been added to this CRA Moment for emphasis only.  “THE BIBLE IS VERY CLEAR about several things.  First, the Lord says that HE IS GOING TO SHAKE everything that can be shaken, and secondly, that judgment will begin in the house of the Lord.  GOD’S SHAKING is for the purpose of demonstrating those things in our lives that will endure and those that will not.  MORE SPECIFICALLY, this makes reference to our hearts.  The question is; where is your heart in terms of a relationship with God?  I BELIEVE WE ARE ENTERING a time when God is going to test our hearts and minds to show us exactly what is in them.”
                                   
I would think there would not be one rational person who would not agree with what economic advisors have said regarding the first quarter of 2009; that it is one of the most “dismal financial performances since the early 1980’s.” Furthermore, many of these same economic advisors say that “if the trend continues, things will get even worse.”  We know unemployment is soaring, the stock market is sinking and every economic indicator points to continued bad news. Yet even in the midst of some of the worse times that I can personally remember in the years I’ve lived, I have not seen or heard one leading government leader stand up and say that what our country needs is help that can only come from God’s hands.  Not one! Perhaps this shouldn’t surprise anyone because for years we’ve done most everything possibly to remove God from the public’s eyes. Immediately following September 11, there was an out-pouring of America’s feeling of patriotism.  Flags flew and most every pickup truck and car had one or more flags attached to radio antennas and mirrors. However, in just nothing more than about a two-week period, our nation ceased to acknowledge and honor the God who by way of His mercy and grace kept us from any additional tragedy.
                                   
If we do not quickly repent and change, I proclaim that we’ve only just begun to see the greater problems that will be coming our way if we choose to continue to be a nation NOT based and established on Christian principles.   Our basic problem is a spiritual issue of rebellion against God’s principles!  Isaiah 14:26 in the NLT reads, “I have a plan for the whole earth, a hand of judgment upon all the nations.  The Lord of Heaven’s Armies has spoken, who can change his plans?  When his hand is raised, who can stop him?”  We are like the nation of Israel who rebelled and as recorded in Lam. 5:2, “Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers, our homes to foreigners.  We have to pay for water to drink, and even firewood is expensive. Those who pursue us are at our heals; we are exhausted but are given no rest.” While our “leaders” (the term is used loosely) are attempting to solve the nation’s problems with more and more “stimulus packages”, the more of a tangled mess we are seeing.  As long as America and its leaders continue to ignore the basic fundamental principal that determines the rise and fall, the success or failure, of any nation, we will be listed in the category of Prov. 14:12, “There is a way which seems right to man, but the end thereof is the way of death” and Ezekiel 33:10 comes directly into focus that “Surely our transgressions and sins are upon us and we rot away because of them.”
                                   
What must we do?  First of all we must answer the same question Jesus asked the man at the pool of Bethesda.  “Do you want to be made well?”  We are like the man who had laid at the pool begging for thirty-eight years. If he were to be healed there would be ‘new rules’ placed upon his life. He would have to work for a living rather than beg for help from others.  He would have to become responsible!  From now on he would have to “make his own bed” and not have another carry it for him.  Do you want to be made whole?  If so know that “The Lord directs the steps of the godly.  He delights in every detail of their lives” (Ps. 37:23).  Also know that “We (you) are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus so we (you) can do the good things he planned long ago” (Eph. 2:10).   Third, know there is God’s good news during those times of feeling hopelessness and desperation, and that is His amazing transforming love and care is available.  Romans 7:25 reminds us, “Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?  Thank God!  The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”
                                   
The words of the old chorus says it all!  “Go free in the Name of Jesus!  Be whole in the Name of the Lord!  Act on His Word, let your voice confirm, that it’s done, in the Name of the Lord!”
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