It’s Simply Wrong!
 
When I was young (even after I had asked forgiveness of my sins, accepting Jesus as my Lord and Savior) I was told numerous times by both Sunday School teachers, some in my immediate family, as well as other ‘well-meaning,’ however, totally misguided Christians, that when I got to heaven ‘one particular huge event’ would take place.  That ‘was’ huge to me…and the more I would let it cross my mind…it became huger, huger, and even huger!  The thought that was in my mind as being the ‘main event’ to take place, was that God would replay my entire life, including all the sins I had ever committed.  I could almost see it, thinking that my entire past would be displayed on a huge screen for all the angels and others already in heaven to watch.  Whenever I would hear such a thing repeated, it would almost cause me to cower in the horror and embarrassment that was awaiting the first day of my arrival in heaven.  Certainly if such a thing was to happen I could see that my heavenly address would be on a street named Shame Road, Humiliation Parkway, or even Mortification Avenue.  
 
Just the thought of God having made a video of my life with the first screening to take place for everyone to watch made me…well…you could say, sick at my stomach!  How could I ever stand in His presence, and how would some of my family members react, to say nothing about others that had known me through the years while I was on earth?  Then what about my poor mother?  The one who thought she had birthed the boy who could do no wrong!  The more I gave way to such thoughts the whole entire picture got worse.  Forget the mansion…where was I even going to be able to find a humble shack on some back street to live away my days in eternity while attempting to avoid all who had had quite another view and opinion of me as we lived together our days on this planet.  To say I almost became a nervous wreck thinking about all the things that God had written down was all it took for the enemy of my soul (the devil) to whisper in my ear that just maybe it wasn’t even worth trying to live such a life the Bible encouraged.  
 
I’m not certain just how it all came about, however, one glorious day the Holy Spirit of God helped me to see, and fully understand that what had been told me was…well…let me say… “It’s Simply Wrong!”  Hebrews 10:17 reads, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more” (ESV).  While the NLT is close, it gives greater emphasis as it reads, “I will never (did you catch the word ‘Never!’) again remember their sins and lawless deeds.”  The Worldwide English N.T. reads, “Then he also said, ‘I will never remember the wrong things they have done and the times they did not obey’.”  The Message translation reads, “I’ll forever wipe the slate clean of their sins.  Once sins are taken care of for good; there’s no longer any need to offer sacrifices for them.”  

 
What was it that I had been missing?  What was it that I had not been taught that would correct my thinking and understanding?  First of all I had not been taught that there is a real devil, and that he was alive and running wild among both those in and outside of the church. He was not just a figment of someone’s imagination, or a character that few believed in, but far too often was laughed about as they thought of one made up in a red-suited costume and cap, while holding a pitchfork.  I read that the Bible refers to him in many terms; one such as “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10).   But then Jesus followed up with his His power-packed words about Himself that He had “come that they (And I was included in those referred to as “they”) may have life and have it abundantly.”  I began to dig into the Word of God and learned the truth that I had not known until that time.  Truth such as:  “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (I John 1:7) and that “The Lord hath laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6).  And then I came across the words of Jeremiah 31:34, “For I will forgive their iniquity; and their sin I will remember no more.”
 
By this time I was beginning to understand that God wanted me (that includes you as well) to know that our sins, He will remember no more.  Later I began to do some study and learned that the words “no more” in the original Greek carry what we would call a double negative meaning.  In other words, God is saying, “No way, by no means, will I ever remember your sins again.”  To say that by this time I was beginning to feel real good doesn’t even begin to speak the volumes of just how much of a relief I was feeling inside.  I then began to think that if God doesn’t remember my sins any longer, why on earth was I remembering them?  For that matter, why was I even remembering those wrongs that another had done to me throughout the years?  I had but one job to do, and that was to forgive them for ANYTHING they had done or said to me, no matter how much I thought they were wrong or how much it had hurt.  I could only have one response if I wanted and expected the Lord to forgive me, and it all hinged upon the words of Jesus in Matthew 6:14, “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you.  But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
 
Anything less or even more than believing what Jesus said with those words … simply put… “It’s Simply Wrong!”
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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