It’s Time to Awake!
 
There are some words in Scripture that simply ‘light ones fire!’  For instance, words found in the O.T. book of Nehemiah in chapter 4, verse 7 and verse 17 & 18.  “So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work”, and following, “Those who built on the wall, and those who carried burdens, loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at construction, and with the other held a weapon.  Every one of the builders had his sword girded at his side as he built.”
                         
Whether building a church family; para-church ministry; marriage; raising children and/or grandchildren; you and I must build with a weapon in one hand and a “weapon” in the other.  We all live in a day that is evil, a day where the enemy of our soul is out to “steal, kill and destroy”, and your life is no exception.  If you are a person who is walking in the light of God’s presence, you are a target for the enemies fiery darts that raise directly from the very pit itself, and those darts are aimed directly at you.  While a person may think they are immune to his tactics, this one thought alone should be warning enough.  Your enemy, the devil desires nothing more than to lull a person to sleep and unaware of his presence and his tactics.  That is why the Apostle Paul’s words are recorded in Romans 13:11, “…now it is high time to awake out of sleep…”  
                              
Grab a weapon…the Name of Jesus, the Word of God, prayer, and praise in one hand, and begin to build as the occasion presents itself.  Begin to build…to declare to your enemy (for he is just that!  Your enemy!  And he can’t be ignored as if he didn’t exist!) that you, like Nehemiah and the children of Israel are saying, “I’m going to rebuild, and I’m going to fight until I get the victory in my own home.”  Whether a young person, single parent, or married, each one is entitled to the protection that God has promised.  In Nehemiah 2 when Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Arab heard about Nehemiah’s plan to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, they laughed aloud and said that he was rebelling against the king.  Nehemiah replied, “The God of heaven will help us succeed.  We, his servants, will start rebuilding this wall.  But you have no share, legal right, or historic claim in Jerusalem” (NLT).  When the enemy tries to attack you and your family, you have the legal right as a believer to declare to him what Nehemiah declared to his enemies:  “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us…but you have no heritage or right or memorial…” here in my life or in my family’s life.  And then hit him with these words of Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon formed against (me) shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment.  You shall condemn, this is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is from Me, says the Lord.”
                                    
Today, this day, this moment, set up a guard in your home and family to protect it from any sneaky, dirty, devilish plan of the enemy.  Don’t allow him to have access to your home by way of any kind of media…TV that you know to be wrong, written media, and certainly no ‘border-line’ grey area humor…because if you do, you’re allowing the enemy to have access in to your home.  You’ve done nothing less than handed him the key to one or more of the doors of your home.  You have to protect your family from such things as unclean speech, including negative speech (learn to speak and confess the words of scripture) music, or a multitude of other destructive forces that will attempt to invade your home.  We must cease from negative talking that runs totally contrary to God’s Word.  As an example, 1 Peter 2:24 states that Jesus, “Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we having died to sins, might live for righteousness---by whose stripes you were healed.” We must quit speaking the opposite, for the Word of the Lord clearly states that we “were healed.”  In order to be a protector of your home and family will require a constant, and vigil perseverance in your fight for the well-being of your family.  
                          
While these next words may be very difficult for some to accept and put into practice, taking that stand may not always make you the most popular person in your home…at least right at that moment.  No place in scripture are we called to be buddy-buddy with our children or family members…we are called to be their protector and to be an “example…in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4:12) and verse 16 is God’s promise that as we “Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.”  
                   
A few weeks ago in the weekly CRA Moment I shared the following, and today I feel it so important to repeat this sentence.  As young men and women are sworn into the Israeli Army, and as a symbolic act that takes place; they receive a Bible in one hand and an assault rifle in the other as a representation that it is the sword of the Spirit and the sword of the flesh … and scripturally both go hand in hand.  

Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie 
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