Justice Remains in His Hands!

 

Horace Gray was born March 24, 1828 and died September 15, 1902, and after serving as an America Judge, ultimately went on to serve on the United States Supreme Court.  Written records tell of one particular incident that took place before his Supreme Court days while serving as a judge.  A man who had escaped being convicted for a crime committed now found himself standing before Judge Horace Gray.  In the bio of Horace Gray, one finds that he achieved greatness as a judge because of his (this may come as a shock as it seldom is seen in today’s society) passion for justice.  Can you image that!  Judge Gray addressing the man who escaped conviction due to a minor technicality, listened as Gray told him, “I know that you are guilty and you know it, and I wish you to remember that one day you will stand before a better and wiser Judge, and that there you will be dealt with according to justice and not according to law.”  

 

Repeatedly according to Old Testament records we learn that Israel strayed repeatedly.  Israel would sin and ask God for forgiveness.  God would forgive and Israel would sin again.  Then Israel would ask God for forgiveness again, and God would forgive.  After God in his love and mercy would forgive again, Israel would end up sinning again.  And the sad picture would continue…over and over and over, however, their sin did not go overlooked!  In today’s society we hear the term “separation from church and state” or, “freedom of religion”.  In the O.T. the result was much different than what we now experience.  As just one example, the very first of the Ten Commandments reads, “You shall have no other gods before me” which was given to the nation of Israel.  If people didn’t obey, the penalties were not only often immediate, but as people quickly learned, such penalties were quite severe.  Take just the one example found in Joshua 7 of numerous other examples that could be pointed out.  When Joshua and Israel attempted to defeat the little town of Ai, they were themselves greatly defeated.  What had happened?  The Lord had said, “…thus says the Lord, God of Israel, ‘There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel.  You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the devoted things from among you” (Josh. 7:13b).  Later in the story Achan was found to have not only taken and kept certain of the “devoted things” that were captured, but had also hidden them under his tent.  What was his penalty?  Vs. 24 and 25 reads, “And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan…and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and sheep and his tent and all that he had.  And all Israel stoned him with stones.  They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones.  And they raised over him a great heap of stones that remains to this day.”  
 

When the people of the O.T. saw the punishment immediately applied, it made it much easier and a quicker decision to fear (reverence) the Lord.  Today, such immediate penalties are not witnessed, and as a result far too many ends up misinterpreting the patience of God as His lack of concern, coldness, apathy, or even His indifference to our sinning.  Erwin Lutzer addresses it this way:  “Today God allows sins to accumulate and delays their judgment.  Grace gives the illusion of tolerance and, if not properly interpreted, can be construed as a license to sin.  The N.T. writer Jude warned that there ‘are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord’.” (Jude 4)  Lutzer continues on to say, “They confuse the patience of God with the leniency of God.”

 

A number of years ago a pastor wrote a book that dealt with God’s love, acceptance and forgiveness.  While these three attributes, along with many others, are correct, there does lie a flaw in its basic reading and understanding unless one looks at these attributes from the view of the One whom ‘Justice Remains in His Hands’.  While that hand of God provides His love, acceptance and forgiveness to individuals, He, at the same time requires obedience to His laws and direction.  Just a few scriptural examples are: “If you diligently obey the voice of the Lord…God will set you high above…” (Dt. 28:1). “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…” (Josh. 24:15). “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears: surely I will heal you” (2Kgs. 20:5b). “Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart” (Ps. 119:2). “Why do you call me Lord and not do the things which I say?” (Lk. 6:46).

 

“The time is coming when everything that is covered up will be revealed, and all that is secret will be made known to all” (Lk. 12:2).  [Underline emphasis mine]

 

Blessings,

Psalm 20:7 
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