Landmines Ahead!
 
During the recent CRA 11th Annual Leadership Conference which also began the celebration of entering into 20 years since CRA’s beginning, I taught a session on miracles.  It was then that I told of a true story that is recorded in Jewish War History records (JWHR) of Israel’s past days.  The specific incident I referred to was of Oct. 1973 and took place on the Golan Heights and the border between Israel and Syria. JWHR state the night was a clear, crisp, full moon-lit night when the Israel Defense Force (IDF) was secretly crossing the Golan Heights headed for Syria. Before long the IDF troops realized they were right in the middle of an enemy mine-field.  With it being impossible to retrace their steps and avoid any landmines previously walked over and around, and furthermore, with orders only to proceed with their mission, the only option was to do what they had been trained to do.  On hands and knees with only their bayonets as a tool, each man began to carefully dig in the dirt to uncover mines the enemy had planted.  As a mine was uncovered it was disarmed, allowing for a slow and dangerous advancement.  In their case not only were the mines their enemy, but the approaching sunrise which would easily reveal their position to their enemy.  Suddenly as from out of nowhere, the wind began to blow.  Not simply blow…but BLOW! According to recorded JWHR war journals the wind blew so powerful and strong that it made it difficult for the IDF soldiers to see each other, and certainly impossible to see any mines or their location; even though there were many in front, behind, and beside them.
                   
As for this writer I do not find any degree of disbelief in calling what then took place a miracle. After a few brief minutes of wind and dirt blowing, the treacherous windstorm ceased as quickly as it had come.  As the IDF troop looked down to continue digging, landmine after landmine had been uncovered by the wind.  For the IDF troop the only thing left for them to do in order to continue their advancement was to walk between and around each landmine as they made their way into Syria for the completion of their mission.
                        
I strongly believe in miracles…in the life of Israel…but also in your life and mine as well.  However, this CRA Moment is more directed toward the issue of landmines so often found in a person’s individual life.  ‘Landmines Ahead’ such as a prideful heart; a heart bent on immorality; an inner landmine of a spirit of fear; or one of insecurity; there can be a big landmine of compromise, jealousy, and/or envy.  Then without a doubt, one of the most insidious landmines that can so easily and subtly creep into a life is that of an unforgiving spirit or attitude.  As to un-forgiveness, this weekend we enjoyed having two of our grandchildren with us for the weekend.  Flying kites; playing together with ‘kid’s toys’; playing tic tack toe and hangman on the concrete with sidewalk chalk; watching for deer, wild turkeys and more of God’s creations that often run through the property.  Yesterday morning as we read stories from the Children’s Bible we were able to talk about the ‘sometime’ need of sisters having an unforgiving spirit and attitude toward each other.  Even in families, a spirit of jealousy or envy can be worked up by Satan’s camp.  As we listened to the girls talk, it’s amazing the things we learned to even help us grow in our faith and attitude.    
                 
Back to the landmine of pride, that Landmine can so easily creep into a life and, if unchecked and un-dealt with properly, can and will explode and annihilate God’s plan for our lives.  As an example, if you begin to believe all the good things people might be saying about you, beware, because a Landmine lies ahead and that Landmine can end up leading to pride, and according to The Good Book [God’s Word], pride always precedes a fall.  Charles Stanley says that “a person falls victim to pride for several reasons:  A self-centeredness; feelings of inadequacy; immaturity and an inability to handle responsibility and an inability to handle wealth, position, and the gifts God has given.”
               
This same pastor and writer goes on to say, “Whenever we begin to believe we are so important that we do not have to be held accountable for what we do or say, then we can be sure we are headed for a fall.  Or when we refuse to obey God in a given area, we can expect to experience His discipline in our lives.  The reason is simple: pride isolates us from God.  It prevents us from becoming people with hearts devoted solely to Him.  Then, if left unchecked, it will wreck havoc in our lives.  But more than this, pride exalts self and not God.  Instead of God receiving the glory for our lives, we seek praise and glory for ourselves.” Isaiah 42:8 reads, “I am the Lord; that is My name!  And my glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to graven images” (Amp.).  Of all the sins in God’s Word, pride is the most destructive, for pride is a root for many sinful thoughts and actions because a prideful person is set on fulfilling his own goals and desires.  Again, Stanley says, “believing that if they accomplish certain goals or receive enough awards, they will gain a sense of self-worth.  In some cases, pride can actually mask a person’s insecurities” and “it doesn’t take the enemy long to sense our areas of weakness” for he studies our “actions and reactions to life’s circumstances.”
            
While the enemy may set us up to begin thinking that we must push our ways through life; we can’t and don’t!  However, through Jesus you are all you could ever hope, think or ever dream to be.  And remember the words in the beginning of this article… As they looked to continue digging, landmine after landmine had been uncovered by the wind.  The only thing left to do to continue their advancement was to walk between and around each Landmine.
 
Stay clear of ‘Landmines Ahead!’
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
