Lay Hold of Your Weapon!
 
In the first of the Gospels, the book of Matthew, chapter 4, verse 3 & 4 reads this way in the New Living Translation. “The devil came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.’  But Jesus told him, ‘No!  The Scriptures say, people do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’.”
                                                                                                      
Talk to a person who has served in what has been the greatest military on the face of the earth, and any commander and leader will say that knowledge is one of the most devastating weapons, strategies, tendencies, strengths an army can have.  Weakness on the battlefield can mean the difference between success and coming out on top; or resulting in failure, losing the battle and possibly the entire war.  The enemy of your soul (the devil…Satan) knows a great deal about the effectiveness that takes place in a spiritual battle. I’m greatly concerned that in many churches, the importance of understanding the words of the Apostle Paul recorded in the book of Ephesians chapter 6 are rarely heard and taught. And to that end, the devil glees!  He has crafted and a very effective plan of helping most (even those who feel they are a Christian) to not believe he is real.
                     
A recent Barna survey revealed that a majority of U.S. Christians have bought his lie.   The survey found that 59% agreed that Satan “is not a living being but is a symbol of evil.”  What has and is happening to cause such a high number to believe his lie?  As for a beginning, the Bible warned in John 8:44 every individual about his tactics and just who he is.  “He was a murderer from the beginning.  He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  Satan is a masterful deceiver, and deception is one of his greatest tools he uses to attempt to manipulate every man, woman, boy and girl on planet earth.  There is no other way to properly explain the satanic happenings going on in the world and perpetrated on others by extreme religious groups, even in this great nation where we live…the United States of America.
                  
Satan is working night and day to encourage, by threats of fear or intimidation to pastors of churches, to proclaim only the milk of the word, with little or no meat substance; and with this inroad, the people are rarely taught the need to understand spiritual warfare.  If he is able to convey that he is simply nothing more than a myth, that false and shallow understanding then allows him to operate undetected as he maneuvers under the radar of people’s lives.  Far too often when most think about the Devil, what is the first image that comes to mind?  No doubt for many that image consists of ‘something’ with a horrific facial appearance with probably warts and boils from the top of his head to his neck.  Then many have an image of pointed ears and fangs for teeth, and, of course, the red suit that sport a red tail dragging the ground.  Also for many, the image of the Devil conjures up a long pole with sharp prongs on the end representing a pitchfork.  If this is the image your mind pictures, may I attempt to help adjust your thinking.  Anyone being confronted with such an image would be off and running…whether saved or unsaved!  Are you aware that the Bible calls the devil “god” and is the “god of this world”?  Also that he appears as “an angel of light” and that he has an entire army of evil angels ready and armed, to be used at his every command.  This same one, before he was thrown from heaven because of his sin of rebellion and pride to become like the only true God; this same one was once the guardian of the throne of Almighty God.  He is not just some myth…just some ugly and horrifying evil looking individual, rather he is very real; is living; is powerful; and is determined in his own mind to destroy anything and all things that represent good.  In the King James Bible alone, the word devil is found sixty-one times in just fifty-seven verses.  In addition there are numerous verses that, although does not mention the devil by that name but does refer to him as the tempter, a murderer, the accuser of the brethren; the father of lies; and as Paul writes in Eph. 2:2, “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience.” He is also referred to as the “red dragon”, Beelzebub (meaning the Lord of the flies).  Rev. 12:9 also calls him the “serpent”, and he is neither man nor God, He is an angel, and not just any angel!  The Bible says that he was an archangel who is a spirit who dwells both in the unseen world as well as the physical world that we can see.  He and his cohorts have the ability to inhibit the minds of people while, according to the Bible, he deceives the entire world.
                    
What can we do to combat his tactics and his forces that are arrayed against us?  Take seriously the instruction of Paul in Eph. 6 10-18 and Lay Hold of Your Weapon available to every believer, for, it’s not just a mere myth that we are in a spiritual battle that has, as its goal, your very life.
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