This CRA Moment is the first to be sent from the new CRA Branson location.  Several have asked about ‘us blogging’ on what is taking place on a more regular basis.  Let us first say to you that CRA Branson is alive & well!  Office renovations have begun and this week the CRA World Prayer Center will be breaking ground.  Three couples from AZ came by on Sunday with their street rods…so the journey is well underway.  We continue to thank the Lord for His financial provision as well as those He is sending to help accomplish His tremendous vision.  For those of you who are CRA Members, you will be receiving the newest edition of the CRA Magazine, which highlights CRA Branson.  Last night Dale and I stood out in the parking lot of the new CRA facilities until 10:40pm talking with a local policeman as well as four different sheriff’s that came by.  The policeman and one of the sheriffs want to attend a CRA Hot Rod Camp for men!  God is moving...YOU are part of this incredible expanded CRA Vision.  The seed you sow is going in to ‘good ground’...Thank you for your faithfulness!  You can mail your CRA Branson gifts to the CA address or CRA, PO Box 2029, Branson West, MO 65737.
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Looking Beyond!
 
Have you ever questioned why you are here on this earth?  Perhaps you are a man, woman, or young person who has even wondered why you were even born in the first place.  If you are an individual who never knew your biological dad; mother; or, have been without any known brothers or sisters, you, no doubt have felt you fit into such a category.  But I want to tell you that any such thoughts, ‘voices,’ or feelings have come from the very pit of hell itself!  You are valuable!  Valuable!  Valuable!!!  So much more valuable than you, no doubt have ever fully realized.
 
You are no accident!  While your biological parents may have not known you were going to come, your Heavenly Father did!  He planned your very being!  Psalm 139:13 and verses following in the God’s Word translation reads, “You alone created my inner being.  You knitted me together inside my mother.  I will give thanks to you because I have been so amazingly and miraculously made.  Your works are miraculous, and my soul is fully aware of this.  My bones were not hidden from you when I was being made in secret, when I was being skillfully woven in an underground workshop.  Your eyes saw me when I was only a fetus.  Every day of my life was recorded in your book before one of them had taken place.”
 
With that being said, you may still ask the question as to ‘why am I here’?  Jesus gave the answer as recorded in John 15:16.  “I have appointed you to go, to produce fruit that will last…”.  Some would say, “Well Dale, I’ve done that!  I’ve worked hard; made good money; drive a nice car; have a beautiful home with fine furniture in every room; I feel secure; am basically peaceful; I attend church; and am always kind to my neighbors.  Here’s a ‘head’s-up!’  Your destiny is far beyond feeling secure and peaceful, and far beyond simply attending church, and a long ways away from just being kind to your neighbors, old folks, and your pets.  You are good seed filled with divine energy that has the potential of producing basket full after basket of fruit in this life. Think about that!  You have been ‘sown’ into a time in history to bear fruit for the Kingdom of God.  You have been planted where you are to be a world changer and an influence for no one higher than God Himself!  It’s high time to quit worrying about your job; the economy; who, or who is not running our country as its leader; your finances; as well as any other petty or large problems in relationships with others.  
 
That certainly doesn’t mean we are to set back expecting God to force-feed us while we lounge in our easy chair.  If you have walked even a short time with the Lord you have realized that there is time of pruning that comes.  And, pruning can be painful, however it is productive.  Pruning increases the vine’s ability to produce an even greater harvest of fruit.  “Then Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father takes care of the vineyard.  He removes every one of my branches that doesn’t produce fruit.  He also prunes every branch that does produce fruit to make it produce more fruit” (Jn. 15:1-2).   How is it the Lord goes about His pruning?  First of all, if we are listening for His voice in our inner man, He first speaks to us about our pruning ourselves by getting rid of the useless, sickly, and even diseased parts of our lives.  If, or when we don’t listen to Him, He then will allow us to go through even some difficult circumstances until we are forced to see the useless, ineffective things that are drawing the very life and strength out of us. If, voluntarily, we begin to rid ourselves of those things, He then won’t have to see us go through the learning process over and over until we finally get it.  
 
Here’s but just one example.  Take for instance if you’re carrying around a lot of anger over some issue or even some one.  God often allows situations with people who always make us angry.  He may allow even groups of people to come around us who blame us for everything that’s taking place whether it’s really our fault or not.  God will try to show us that we have some areas weakening us that we need to let go of so He can strengthen and build us up.  Why?  So we can influence others in a positive manner rather than being influenced by their negative thoughts and thinking. 
 
Contrary to what many people seem to think, you cannot live from Sunday to Sunday without spiritual food.  You can’t fellowship with the Lord once a week at church, then ignore Him the rest of the week, and ever hope to grow strong.  The very moment a branch is broken off from the vine, it begins to die.  You can lay the broken vine aside on the most beautiful tabletop; however, there will be no life flowing from the vine into the branch.   The opposite is also true, that when the power of the Holy Spirit is flowing through you, you will just naturally bring forth that which God has placed within you.  It’s then you’ll find (and others will see) what a loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle and self-controlled person you really are.  (Gal. 5:22).
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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