Looking For at Least One Word!
 
More often than not when I read the story of someone’s life who has now passed from this earth, my attention focuses on words…even two or three words…that would give some indication as to whether the deceased had a relationship with Jesus.  Whether the person was a movie celebrity, race car driver, street rodder, paint or body man, hair dresser, mechanic, or any other type of profession, I so desire to find a few words or lines that would lead me to believe he or she knew the Lord.  After all, without that relationship, nothing else really matters when this life ceases.  No matter, whether the now departed person was high up in the industry or a janitor fulfilling their basic duty in life, eternity awaits every person, man or woman, rich or poor, black or white, strong or weak; nothing they acquired in this world will have mattered.   While I realize that obituaries don’t tell the complete and life story of the individual, still, any sensitive person filled with the Spirit of God can most usually find something in the wording that allows the reader to know what things and places were most important to them.   As I read, I look…trusting there to be a few words that would leave me with a fairly strong sense the deceased while “absent from the body is present with the Lord”.
 
With this thought as a backdrop, a story out of Old Cars Weekly, one of the motorsport magazines I subscribe to, caught my attention, and that was of the recent passing of Lee Hartung.  According to the article, Lee’s cars, signs, bicycles, motorcycles, along with other saved up memorabilia covered some four acres of land.  His collection was stored on a huge piece of property, which also included a barn packed floor to ceiling with police badges, clocks, toys…and…cars and more cars.  According to one article, his “long time mate Margie, also known as ‘Bonnie’”, said that Lee bought the property in 1949 and erected a “very crude gate with warnings about trespassing.”  She stated “Lee would welcome you one day and run you off the next depending on his mood that particular day.”  The story went on to say that in Lee’s collection was the very first Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 1950 Best of Show Winner, the 1950 Edwards R-2 Special Sport Roadster originally owned by Sterling Edwards.  In addition to the automobile collection Lee amassed, he also had an array of thousands of antique license plates he had accumulated.  As I read his story, I continued to search line after line of print trusting that somewhere there would be a little indication regarding what his spiritual life had been.  I found nothing!
 
The same as with Lee, your life and mine is short!  Very brief, no matter whether we reach in to our 60’s, 70’s, or 80’s.   We are here one moment and gone the next!  The Bible says, “Just like the morning fog”.  Then follows what Acts 17:31 states, that, “He has fixed a day when He will judge the world righteously (justly) by a Man Whom He has destined and appointed for that task, and He has made this credible and given conviction and assurance and evidence to everyone by raising Him from the dead.”  “He has fixed a day.”  That means that event is eternally fixed.  The end of things as we know them in the earth is drawing near, and God has let us in on His plan through His written Word and by His Spirit within that Jesus is coming back for us.  It’s not some fairy tale that someone just made up.  It really will happen!  For many in that day, the Bible says they will see His return with their very eyes …for others…breath and time will have run out for them and they will then awake to meet the Creator of heaven and earth.  No matter what some may think or believe, it will not be Buddha, Mohammed, or Rev. Moon they meet, but it will be the exact One the Bible tells us about, and His Name is Jesus.  There will be no giving of reasons why, or excuses for not doing, or being all we will planned and purposed to be, but a time of accounting.  And one question no one will be asked will be how many cars was collected and stored in their barn, while the one question that will be asked will be what did they do with Jesus?
 
This world is caught in a death cycle.  You don’t have to read the Bible to know that.  All you have to do is look around.  Inflation, recession, depression, sin, sickness, disease, and death.  They’re all part of the cycle that has been keeping this world in check ever since Adam joined Satan in the Garden of Eden.  Sadly enough, they often have kept the children of God in that same position as well.  They shouldn’t have.  But they have.   What is it then that will keep our focus straight and our priorities in check?  Jesus said it this way:  “If you continue in my Word, then are you My disciples indeed; and you shall know the Truth, and the Truth will make you free” (John 8:31-32).  Continuing in the Word will help the fruit of the spirit to flow, to make you free from the bondages of the flesh.  The Apostle Paul said:  “Walk in the spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16).  
 
You could say it this way:  It’s OK with the Lord if we have four or forty acres of cars AS LONG AS we have Him as number one in our life.
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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To sow seed into the work of the Lord…you may go to CRA’s website link:  CRAministries.org and then going to the donation button.  Thank you for your financial gifts, and together….we will do our part to ‘reach the world for Christ’!

