CRA UPDATE:  You can follow along on the CRA Website as to the progress of the CRA Branson Vision.  The movers will be coming next week and taking all the ministry things as well as our personal belongings from California headed for the new CRA Branson location.  There is great excitement as we continue to receive e-mails; people stopping in; people calling…all wanting to be part of what God is doing with this ministry.  Thank YOU … for your continued stand and faithfulness to CRA; your reward will be great according to The Word of God!
 
Making Your Steps Firm!
 
As you read this weeks CRA Moment it surely is no surprise to hear that it is nearly impossible for anyone to place their TRUST and faith in government; elected officials, national or state wide; or in laws to be created in hopes that every individual will obey and follow them; along with placing ones trust in most other ‘man-made’ promises; or, for some to even be honest before God who knows and sees all things.  As late as today we are witnessing now a fourth day and night of lawlessness of gangs marauding across London, looting businesses, burning buildings, schools, and even medical centers, demonstrating to a world that’s watching, nothing more than a large mass of individuals whose steps are not firm.  As this CRA Moment is being written, news reports around the globe state that last evening there was a surge of 400% in 999 calls of violent acts committed among the 20,800 calls coming in to emergency services in London.  In Birmingham Children’s Hospital, the staff was forced to barricade themselves inside as mobs of individuals bent on only one thing…doing harm…tried to break in.  Police used armored vehicles to push back rioters in the “high-end” part of town.  Police Departments reported, and I quote that “all their police cells in London are now FULL.”  Following this outbreak there are riots in Birmingham, Bristol, Nottingham, Liverpool and Leeds, as the young, middle age, and even older individuals are now following suit as “Copycat riots” are taking place.
 
But I want to tell you that ALL is not lost!  ALL is not in disarray!  ALL is not going to the dogs, and the devil, no matter how hard he tries to make things, is NOT winning!  He’s a defeated foe!  And furthermore, he knows it!  Why do you think he’s working overtime trying to snare as many into an attitude of defeat, hopelessness, and despair?   The most important thing to remember is the other side of the picture which is Psalm 37:23 that speaks to the believer telling us exactly where we can be in God’s economy:  “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.”   Every individual has within them a built-in knower that nudges them as to whether they are doing right or wrong, and while some may choose to try to block it out, none-the-less, they know right from wrong.  I John 3:21 tells us “If our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God…”  The Amplified Bible reads, “If our consciences (our hearts) do not accuse us (if they do not make us feel guilty and condemn us), we have confidence (complete assurance and boldness) before God…”  In short, our heart will start giving out signals of problems!  It will start to condemn us!  While everyone else around us may think that things are OK, we know that our steps are not firm!
 
Recently I re-read the scripture verse in Eph. 5:14.  Paul writing said: “Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.”  The Amplified Bible reads, “And Christ shall shine (make the day dawn) upon you and give you light.”  The “daily-ness” of life can sometimes lull us to sleep spiritually, causing us to doze off.  But the Spirit of God is calling out for the Believer to wake up!  The day of the Lord is coming…and it’s coming soon! 
 
There are three things that will take us through these evil and end-time days in strength and glory.  #1 is the Word of God.  #2 is Prayer; and #3 is the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  If you’ll keep your faith strong, you’ll be able to overcome every evil that comes against you.  The simple key to keeping your faith strong is to stay in the Word of God.  Secondly, in Romans 12:12 we’re reminded to be constantly in prayer in order to maintain fellowship with your Heavenly Father.  Learn to just talk to Him throughout the day…at work, driving, walking, shopping, whatever…just talk to Him, being sure to be tuned in and listening as well.  Like a loving earthly father; our Heavenly Father wants to talk to us by way of the Holy Spirit.  As you get tuned in to His frequency, you’ll begin to hear more clearly, and you’ll see prayers answered.  Thirdly, keep your spiritual ears tuned to the Holy Spirit, and obey the promptings you sense in your spirit and you’ll find that you will be able to avoid the pitfalls and traps of the devil.  Stay away from the dark things in this life!  It’s those who are bent on evil that do their deeds in the darkness.  Crimes are more committed in darkness, and laws are more often passed in darkness…in late hours when everyone else has gone home and few are left to respond with a contrary vote.  The words of Jesus recorded in John 3:19 & 20 remind us that, “Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. Every one that does evil hates the light.”  
 
But, we are not ones who are part of the darkness!  Jesus came to change the inner man, and He said, “If you continue in My Word, then are you My disciples indeed; and you shall know the Truth, and the Truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-34).  Once we get that truth inside, it’s then we begin to see hope of brighter and better things of this life beginning to paint a new picture in our hearts.  Then it’s up to each one of us to hold on to that picture!  Don’t let go!  Eventually, faith will make those pictures as real on the outside as they are on the inside, and it’s the picture on the inside of a person that determines their destiny, “For as a man thinks in his heart, so is he…” (Prov. 23:7).  Truly this is how one goes about “Making Your Steps Firm.”
     
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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