No!  You Don’t Have To!
 

Recently I heard a commentator say that “it is necessary for any politician to express words and thoughts that will sound good to the hearer in order that he or she will be able to enhance their agenda.”  The commentator continued on to say, “that not only meant saying things that were true, but, when necessary, things that were un-true as well.” Furthermore, “As long as the ultimate motive for “their agenda” was to “accomplish things felt best, then one must do what he must do.”  My response is:  No!  You Don’t Have To!
                        
For most any honest thinking person, it is more than simple to see that if the foundations of society are destroyed, an entire nation and its people will collapse.  The beginning stages of such a collapse can easily begin with one word:  Rationalization.  The Complete Christian Dictionary explains the word to rationalize as that of: “To cause an action, attitude, to seem reasonable.”  One example then given in the dictionary is, “He rationalized taking money from the office by saying he planned to put it back.”  Longman’s Advanced American Dictionary explains the word rationalization this way:  “To find or invent a reasonable explanation for your behavior or attitudes.  Such as: Greg tries to rationalize his cheating by saying everyone else is doing it.”  
                    
Perhaps you may have read about Frank Sosienski who was a postman in Louisville, KY, and who didn’t want to deliver some of his mail.  In the heat of the summer months it was the hot weather that ‘made’ him rationalize his responsibilities.  At other times he rationalized that the mail was too heavy, while at other times he rationalized that his lack of fulfilling his duties was because he wanted to quit his route just a little early that day. As you might suspect, eventually there were complaints from individuals who said their mail was not arriving, and, the Post Office quickly traced the problem back to the ‘personal mailbox’ of Frank Sosienski.  When the postal authorities investigated, they found the mail that was missing. Most all of it was found in the attic of Frank’s home…in fact…over a six-year period, Frank had stashed away over 1200 huge packs which amounted to the unbelievable weight of 15 tons of other people’s mail.  Do you remember how this all began?  One word…the word rationalization.  Frank rationalized and convinced himself that he had a “good reason” to not fulfill the duties of his job.
                
This story even adds more credence to those who would choose to rationalize … right from wrong.  Before 1974, there was a huge portion of land in the northern part of Australia that belonged to the superstitious Aborigines.  The land was covered with green ants and the Aborigines believed the ants to be sacred and descendants of their pagan gods.  One day a mining company discovered huge deposits of uranium on their land so they approached those living there about purchasing the land and then mining the uranium.  The Aborigines would not budge, saying, “If you destroy the land of our sacred ants, our gods will pronounce a curse upon us, and we will have years of drought and famine.”  Interestingly, the next year they sold the land to the mining company.  Might you have any idea as to what changed their minds?  8.3 million dollars.  The leader of the Aborigine tribe said, “They may be gods, but for 8.3 million dollars they can find another place to live!”  This true, yet sad story of rationalizing made me think of a lot of ‘Christians’ who have sold out for far less than 8 million dollars, or the promise of X number of book sales or even a ‘spot’ on a TV network.
                     
The Bible gives some sound ethical practices for guidelines to stay away from rationalizing.  Here’s just a few:
 
1.  Follow the basic principles of solid ethical standards first taught by Moses:  “Do not deceive or cheat one another” (Lev. 19:11 NLT).
2.  Realize that basic morality is to be measured by God’s standards and not human standards for what are right.  Peter wrote, “…be diligent that you may be found by him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pet. 3:14 TMNT).
3.  You can tell a lot about a person’s ethics if their actions follow what they promise to do.  “A man who makes a vow to the Lord or makes a pledge under oath must never break it. He must do exactly what he said he would do” Num 30:2 NLT).
4.  Remember that God’s ethics begin by examining the mind, motives and perspectives behind every action. “For the Lord sees clearly what a man does, examining every path he takes” (Prov. 5:21 NLT).
5.  Sound ethics are tested first with small responsibilities before greater ones are given.  Jesus said, “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones.  But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities” (Lk. 16:10-12 NLT).
              
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
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