**Please Note:  there will be no CRA Moment next week as Jeannie & I will be at CRA’s Annual Weekend of Splendor Conference.  Thank you for your prayers for this upcoming 4 Life Changing Days in the mountain retreat center in So. California. People are coming from Hawaii, Michigan, Florida, Ohio, Indiana, Alabama, Arkansas, Okalahoma, Texas, Arizona Idaho, Oregon, Washington and California.  Mark your calendar now and plan to join with your CRA Family February 10-13, 2011 for next year’s “Life Changing” Weekend of Splendor!

“No Fear!”
 
While it certainly is not the first time, however, once again today I’ve seen the two words, “No Fear!”  I’m confident you will think me to be quite naïve, however, I confess I’ve never really understood exactly what was being referred to by the individuals wearing “No Fear” t-shirts, and those with “No Fear” decals on the rear-window of cars and trucks.  Since one can find out about most anything on the internet, I typed in those two words on the search engine, “Bing.”  In case you might not fully know what “No Fear” actually means, here’s the explanation I read.  “No Fear” is a lifestyle-clothing brand created in 1989, (that really shows I’ve been out-of-touch of a long while).  It also offers “No Fear” energy drinks under the same brand, in a joint venture with Pepsi.”  According to Wikipedia, “No Fear T-shirts were very popular in the mid 1990’s and the shirts feature existential slogans or quotes that tout the virtues of extreme sports.”  The brand also has Motorcross gear, as well as parts and accessories.  Even the NASCAR Spring Cup Series with driver Boris Said is involved with the company as well as the World Extreme Cage Fighting group.  A few of the themes “No Fear” refers to as their motto are those such as: “death, lack of laziness, contempt for social norms and the law.”                                                                                                            
                             
Interestingly, in quite an opposite way, God Himself came on the scene with His voice when He spoke words of comfort to Abram (who later became Abraham) recorded in Genesis 15: 1.  “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.’”  Vs. 6, “And he believed in the Lord and He accounted it to him for righteousness.”  In short, God was saying, ‘No fear Abram, I am everything you will ever need, and on top of that I’ll be your “great reward.”  From the time of Adam and Eve’s sin, fear has been evident.  In fact earth’s first couple was so fearful…fearful of God after they had sinned…and Adam, because he was afraid and filled with fear that he attempted in Genesis 3:10 to hide himself of his creator, Father God.  
                         
Fear robs individual lives of the adventure and joy God originally planned for mankind, and when fear is allowed to blossom, it brings nothing short of gloom in the place of God’s plan of joy and gladness in life.  Fear can show up not only from being afraid after sin has slithered into a life, but fear can also show up after a victory has taken place.  The prophet Elijah is a good example of that, for after the incredible miracle that God brought about on Mt. Camel, Elijah became fearful of Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel and he took off for…   By the way, Elijah where were you going?  
                    
Harvey Mackay, in his book, “Worrying Makes You Cross the Bridge Before You Come to It,” writes:  “Do you realize that those who have studied the subject of fear have concluded that 40% of the things we worry about never happen, and 30% are in the past and can’t be helped no matter how much we fear them or even worry about them.  Another 12% of our worry involves things that actually belong to another person; in other words, these are affairs that are not even any of our business.  Another 10% of our worries relate to sickness, real or imagined, which only leaves 8% of things that people worry about that aren’t even likely to happen.”
                     
In the untold thousands of miles Jeannie and I have traveled, on land, sea, and in the air, we’ve had numerous opportunities to meet those who are fearful, especially when it comes to flying.  While it’s true that a plane does go down every now and then, a person would have to fly every day of the year for nineteen thousand years before reaching the probability of experiencing a fatal plane crash.  This figure came following research by Deepak Chopra who reported in his book, “The Six Most Feared but Least Likely Causes of Death.”  In spite of these facts, the fear of flying still remains to be one of the six most feared causes of death.  Best selling Christian author Jentezen Franklin said that he once heard of a guy who was so neurotic about life that when he went to a football game, he thought the team was talking about him every time they went into a huddle.
                       
Check out the promises of God He offers in His Word.  Among other things, He encourages us not to fear, rather to place our trust in Him, for He is the One who made the heaven and earth (Ps. 121:2); He is the One who cannot lie (Titus 1:2); and He is the One who cannot fail (Jer. 32:17; Lk. 1:37).  Furthermore, as He stated to Abram, and He says to you that He is “your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”  “No Fear!”

                                       
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie 
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