No One Ever Cared…
 
Tuesday mornings at 10:00am is our appointed time for gathering together for prayer with those who work in the offices, maintenance, building and grounds and minister across the nation from the CRA Ministry Center in Branson, MO.  As I was asking the Lord for direction as to what He desired to be said to these leaders, this nugget was dropped into my heart that consisted of just two words:  “Who cares?”  As I considered those two words I was faced with the question as to who it is that really cares about the all-her-life faithfulness of the woman, who now lives out her last days in a nursing home after being diagnosed with dementia, and who no longer recognizes her own family members?  Who is it that cares about the elderly man who no longer is able to take care of his personal needs?  Who is it that cares about the young man who, while on his honeymoon, and looking with total and complete expectation of a future of love filled, life-long dreams to come true, is even this day having to face the darkness of a burial of his beloved due to a horrible accident that occurred on their ‘special day”?  Who cares?  Who really cares…after all, we often don’t know them by face, while only reading about them in the paper.  Are they just another tragic story of someone unknown and unfamiliar to us?  Who is it that really cares about the woman violently attacked by her assailant when doing nothing more than getting in her car following her shopping at the local mall?  Is she little more than another tragic story in the evening news?  Who cares about the young boy…the young girl…who listens to dad and mom fuss and fight most every night after they’ve gone to bed, cataloging in their little memory bank the language they’ve heard, the utter fear of the moment when dad storms from the house slamming the door behind, with threats to never return.  Who cares?  Who really cares?  Who cares when, as the newspaper recently reported, “Mom gets her ten year-old son a tattoo!”  Who cares?  Who really cares?
 
The group “Three Day’s Grace” sing their song with opening lines that say: “Every street in this city is the same to me.  Everyone’s got a place to be, but there’s no room for me.  Am I to blame?  When the guilt and the shame hang over me like a dark cloud that chases you down in the pouring rain, it’s so hard to find someone who cares about you, but it’s easy enough to find someone who looks down on you.”
 
I want you to hear that there is One who cares!  One who is different than anyone you’ve ever known, who is not like any other!  The Psalmist David tells us a little about Him in Psalm 138:8; “The Lord will perfect that which concerns me; (you) Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever…”  David had a personal reason for praise.  He had experienced God’s love and faithfulness as the Lord preserved him in many a troubled time.  What David understood, and we need to appreciate, is that each of us is important to God.  The very next Psalm, Psalm 139 vividly points that out.  God’s love for YOU has led Him to make way for your life to be meaningful by linking it to His eternal plan.  Whether it’s a small part or a large part, God does have a purpose to fulfill in your life.  To Him you count!  While the enemy tries his hardest to whisper or shout in your ear that you don’t matter…that no one ever cared, or does now care for you…the God of creation gently, warmly, and lovingly overrides with His words that it is He who cares.  Verse 8 in the Good News translation reads, “You will do everything You have promised; Lord, Your love is eternal.  Complete the work that You have begun.”  “I cry out to God Most High, to God who will fulfill His purpose for me” (Psalm 57:2 NLT).  Again out of the New Living Translation Paul’s words in Philippians 1:6 provide for us encouragement, faith, trust, and assurance that you can be “…certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”  What God starts, He finishes!
 
The most successful retail merchants have learned that a key to effective sales is a friendly clerk who is ready to serve every customer.  A cheerful and sincere, “May I help you?” can mean the difference between business success or failure.  In Luke’s Gospel, chapter 10 is found the story referred to as the Good Samaritan.  You may be feeling that you can identify with the likes of the man in the story who fell among thieves, was stripped of clothing, laying wounded and left for dead.  Did anyone care?  Yes there was one who did…a Samaritan passing by had compassion on him, bound up his wounds, and took him to an inn where he according to scripture, “took care of him.”  Leaving the innkeeper money to assist with his immediate needs, he told the innkeeper that should the costs go higher than what he was leaving behind in his two denarii, he would pay when he returned.  In the story told by Jesus He asked “which one of these three do you think was neighbor to him…?”   The example of Jesus, (the Good Samaritan) coming alongside is saying to you… “No one ever cared for you like Jesus, there’s no other friend so kind as He.  No one else can take the sin and darkness from me. O how much He cared for me!”  It never needs be asked again who cares, because you can always count on Him; you have heard and know now, that no one ever cared for you like Jesus!
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