Now We’ve Gone and Done It!


Perhaps you’ve seen the recent news report from the Associated Press giving the location of the ‘find’ as that of Santa Cruz, CA. California! Now why should I not be surprised?  The AP reported of the “Partial remains of an ancient toothed whale species that roamed the ocean 5 million years ago have been discovered on a California beach.  Crews removing a 1,000-pound slab of sandstone off the Santa Cruz County beach discovered the remains and called in paleontologists, (the scientific? study of fossils, ancient animals and plants that have been preserved in rock) the Santa Cruz Sentinel reported. Frank Perry, a paleontologist with the Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History, says the remains are an important piece of a puzzle that will help understand what life was like when meat-eating toothed whales roamed the shallow seas that once covered the region.  Their descendants include the orca and dolphin.  Crews have not yet identified the exact species of the whale.  Experts say the partial skull and several vertebrae found should make that possible.”
 
Perhaps, “Now We’ve Gone and Done It!”  You have read on other occasions that I was on staff at Calvary Community Church (CCC) in San Jose, CA under the leadership of Pastor Gerald Fry.  It was during these years that each year CCC conducted a Pastors and Leaders Conference at the Mt. Hermon Christian Conference grounds in the Santa Cruz Mountains. One of the pastors who was part of the team of pastors teaching was Pastor Jack Hayford of The Church on the Way in Van Nuys, CA. I remember well to this day that during one of Pastor Jack’s messages he used Bible passages such as 2 Kings 22:13, “For the Lord’s great anger is burning against us because our ancestors have not obeyed the words in this scroll. We have not been doing everything it says we must do.”  Also a passage such as Jer. 44:8, “Why provoke my anger…” and Lam. 2:22, “In the day of the Lord’s anger no one has escaped or survived”, and Nahum 1:6, “Who can stand before his fierce anger?  Who can survive his burning fury?” Pastor Jack simply summarized passages such as these by expressing his thought that he could almost see God peering over the corner of heaven, looking down on mans determination to stray from the teaching of His Word and saying, “There’s just something about you that ticks me off!”  

Just perhaps we’ve really done it with the recent news that Frank Perry, a paleontologist has revealed about the find of this whale he says dates back to some 5 million years ago.  Why in that length of time hasn’t someone told God this whale has existed for millions of years?  I think I’d be ticked off!  Guess this Frank guy has pretty well put a halt on the Bible’s teaching that God created all things in six short days before He rested on the seventh.
 
God seemed to think that each day was a twenty-four hour period since after explaining each day’s creation He had the words penned that “evening passed and morning came, marking the first day.”  Then the second, third, fourth, fifth, and then the sixth.  

This poor whale, according to this paleontologist’s thinking died over 5 million years ago, which obviously placed that time way back before Adam and Eve.  Wait a minute!  I think we’ve got a problem since death didn’t come about until after Adam and Eve’s sin, so this whale was ahead of his time.  Few of us are probably not accustomed to reading about the Bible genealogies listed in the Bible before nodding off to sleep, however, if we should choose to do so sometime, we’d find that between our day and Genesis 1 we come up with some 6,000 years…not 5 million!  While we’re giving consideration to what the Bible says, why is there no one who seems to even question how many days Jonah spent in the belly of the whale?  Maybe it wasn’t three days…maybe it was 3,000, or even 3 million years!  Could it be that Jesus was in the tomb much longer than what we’ve thought?
 
The Bible is specific when it states, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.  For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:6,9).  Later in the N.T. when Jesus turned the water into wine, it’s obvious from the reaction of the crowd that He didn’t speak and wait for days, weeks, months, or years for things to happen.  He spoke and it was done.  So, like in the beginning, when He said, “Let there be…”, it did not take long ages for things to come into existence.

The first few verses of Job 38 (NLT) read, “Then the Lord answered Job… Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words?  Brace yourself like a man because I have some questions for you, and you must answer them. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Tell me, if you know so much.”  And, He wasn’t through there!  There’s much more that followed!

It is my humble suggestion that it is time to allow the Bible to speak to us and tell us how it was, rather than us attempting to try to tell God how it was.
        
                  
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
