Picking Sides!
A favorite eating-place for many who live or travel from the Midwest toward the east is a family type establishment called Cracker Barrel.  Along with a menu offering breakfast anytime of the day, the lunch and dinner menu consists of a vast variety of ‘home-style’ cooking that range from steaks to sea food, and as close to a plate full of homemade meat loaf much like “mother use to make.”  After ordering your choice of a main entrée, it’s then you can pick at least two sides to accompany your choice of meal.  


“Picking sides” is also a free choice that at least for the present time, has not been taken away from voters.  While a person often wonders if their vote and choice really was considered, none-the-less, we do still have the opportunity to vote our choice, which will either be for that which is right, or, to vote for issues and values that are wrong and against scripture.  “Picking sides!”  It’s exercised every weekend from picking sides as to ones favorite choice in baseball, football, and basketball games.  Even in drag racing it could be said that we ultimately have a choice of picking sides, in choosing which lane we desire to take the win in.


Even in the Bible we find verses that indicate the choice that is ours of “picking sides”.  For example, the words of Jesus in John 12:25 say, “Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”  Jesus is telling us we have the choice of “picking sides” regarding our eternal destiny.  The NLT reads, “Those who love their life in this world will lose it.  Those who care nothing for their life will keep it for eternity.”


Human nature wants it all!  As to ‘God things’, many people want … and, are making ‘their human plans’ to live in God’s presence when their life is over on earth, however, more than not are reluctant to change their lifestyle and preferences in life.  Jesus said, “By their fruit they will be known”, and few more pointed words were ever spoken to describe mankind and the choices that are being made.  Day after day, hour after hour, and minute after minute, it is shown by most that they desire heaven on earth as well as heaven in heaven.  Scripture bearing witness that dealing with anything like that is a spiritual impossibility, yet, it doesn’t faze some even the slightest.  No matter!  We still want it anyway.  In the above passage Jesus says that is an impossibility.  While we can almost detect the tone of His voice, the words from Jesus were somewhat harsh.  Why?  Because He sees and knows that we either choose to make the choice of either investing into the things of this world (which is dying with literally each passing moment), or investing into that which is opposite…that which is eternal.  “Picking sides!”  There is not, nor can their ever be such a thing as choosing both of the above.  We’re left to “picking sides”.


The major problem is that we see this life and we want to be comfortable in it, so we attempt to live insulated lifestyles while trying to fulfill them with every earthly convenience.  It’s difficult for many to turn away from the things this world offers, for a kingdom unable to be seen.  The words of Jesus encourage us be an individual “picking sides” … that which is available now or that which will be visible later.  In God’s economy there is nothing ever referred to as middle ground.


A man’s greatest care, concern, and focus should be for that place where he will eventually live the longest, and eternity should be the focus.  While we may find it difficult to fully understand the words of John 12, here’s the basic meaning:  If the plans of this life now…the here and now…is greater than the hope of eternal life, our lives are in for great trouble.  His words would remind us that it is impossible to hang on to that which is visible in life and not consider eternal life. 
Pick the right side!


Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
