Take a Pill?
In the 21’st Century we find ourselves awash with an unlimited variation of pills…be they prescription or non.  Even a casual look will show the enquiring mind what is available ranging from a weight loss pill; sleeping; hormonal; acne; hangover; hair loss; health and fitness; contraception; malaria; slimming; even that which is described to be a “teeth whitener” pill; an anti-obesity; and several pills we need not draw attention to.  This last one shouldn’t be either, however, to finish (pardon the pun) this part off, there’s even a “poison” pill from Japan.
 
Now, according to a group of Dutch researchers, they lay claim to a pill that will erase bad memories by using ‘beta-blocker’ drugs.  Certain experiments have shown the pill helps to “interfere with how the brain makes and remakes memories…”  According to the scientists the pill appears to “erase painful memories” by those who choose to swallow their advice.  Dr. Daniel Sokol who is involved in medical ethics at St. George’s University of London is quoted as having a different thought. “Removing bad memories is not like removing a wart or mole.  It will change our personal identify since who we are is linked to our memories.”  Paul Farmer, chief executive of the mental-health clinic named Mind, said he was concerned about the fact of “unintended consequences that could include the eradication of positive memories.”
 
One report drew attention to a Hollywood film that was produced staring Kate Winslet and Jim Carrey, and apparently dealt with a couple who used a technique to erase memories of each other when their relationship turned sour.  Another researcher referred to the pill as that which “Threatens Human Identity.”   
Might it just be that God desires that we remember certain things? I think so!  As recorded in the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy, chapter 27:2-3, when the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land, Moses urged them never to forget how they had gotten to the new land and who had provided it for them.  Over and over he reminded them that the land was a gift from God.  One way for them to remember was by setting up large memorial stones with the Law written on them.  According to the Word there is further indication of how God feels about memories, for instance in Psalm 112:6 as written in the NLT we read these words, “Those who are righteous will be long remembered” while Proverbs 10:7 reads, “We all have happy memories of the godly, but the name of a wicked person rots away.” Lest we think memory is relegated to the Old Testament alone, the New Testament book of Matthew 26:13 reminds us of the woman who came to Jesus in the town of Bethany carrying a beautiful jar of expensive perfume who then poured it over his head.  When certain of the disciples became indignant after watching what they thought was a “waste of money” they heard Jesus say, “Why berate her for doing such a good thing to me?  You will always have the poor among you, but I will not be here with you much longer.  She has poured this perfume on me to prepare my body for burial.  This woman’s deed will be talked about in her memory.”

A visitor to the world headquarters of a major corporation was ushered into the office of the company’s founder and chief executive officer.  The guest marveled at the magnificent view from the window, the expensive works of art on the walls, and the plush furniture. One detail seemed out of place, however. Prominently located on his desk was a dusty, dirty black rock.  The successful businessman explained, “That’s a lump of coal.  I keep it there to remind me of my roots.  It came from the coal mine where my father worked for forty-five years.  I never want to forget that I am where I am today because of where he was when I was a boy.”
 
Might it be good to stop for a moment to consider and remember what all God has done for you and reflect on His mercy and grace for it all. How about the blessings He has provided at work, at home, and at church, and with friends who stand by you through thick and thin?   And, how can we ever forget that God has been faithful and loving to have brought us through to this point?  
 
Since it’s obvious He’s not taking a pill to forget, I don’t think I need one either!  Do you?
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
