That’s Not You in the Mirror!

While we’re not movie attendee’s as such, there are times when I will hear of, or read of, a particular movie’s plot and theme.  One example dates back to a movie starring Steve Martin and Lily Tomlin.  Martin’s character in “All of Me” was about one half of his body that desired to be a certain way while his other half was occupied by Lily who desired a much different life.  The movie’s plot was that one would want to do one thing while the other wanted something completely different.  In one particular scene Martin cried out for help to escape the character played by Tomlin, but he couldn’t.
 
In the first part of Romans 7:24 Paul writes about what is taking place in his life in a similar way as the characters played by Martin and Tomlin. Paul writes, “Oh, what a miserable person I am!” Following in the later part of verse 25 he gives explanation as to his thinking. “In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.” The good news of Paul’s, as well as your predicament and mine is wording found back in the beginning of verse 25.  “Thank God!  The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord.” It is Jesus who rescues us from our old selves and gives us a new identity in Him.
 
In I Cor. 6:9 Paul gave teaching to those in the church in Corinth.  While verse 9 and 10 are somewhat lengthy, they are incredibly important so please don’t skip over what’s written.  “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor those who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revelers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Sprit of our God.”  Paul is saying that they, along with you and me, while we were once sinners, we’ve now been made perfect in God’s eyes.  In other passages such as Romans 6:6; Eph. 4:22 and Col. 3:9 Paul plainly informs us that our “old man” has died and has been replaced by a new man in the image of Jesus.  That’s it!  We’ve inherited a brand new identity.  
 
When you awake in the morning and face the person in the mirror, the person you’re seeing is not the real you if you’ve accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  When you and I stand in front of the mirror seeing aging brown spots on our skin; bones; fatty tissue; wrinkles; ‘crow’s feet’;  lack of, or loss of hair; a large or small nose; along with big or little lips, that which we see is the only self we know.  However, (say ‘however’ with me!) what you and I are seeing is misleading because we’re not seeing what God sees.
 
Let me approach it this way.  This week, between CRA Services in Illinois and Texas, Dan & Pam Jeffries, Dave & Gloria Broadbooks, and Jeannie and I spent some time together in Branson, MO. One evening we walked into a restaurant with the intention of having dinner.  Walking into the restaurant lobby, Pam and Jeannie made what was an almost immediate about face and left.  Why? The appearance (and menu) didn’t resonate with either of them.  In a similar way, I can’t begin to tell you how many times I’ve judged how I thought a person behind the wheel to be simply by viewing the dirty car he or she was driving.  Then there’s the times I’ve decided what a complete neighborhood must be like after viewing a few un-kept yards.  Similarly, on those rare occasions when we are not in the coach but must spend a night in a hotel or motel, there have been times we’ve turned and left after only viewing the condition of the lobby.  That’s how easily things get labeled.  Sometimes such labels are right and sometimes they are wrong.  Still, labels are most often very hard to shake.
 
Regardless of what you might see in the mirror the Bible says that any old label that may have attached itself to us do not need to stay around.  Paul writes in 2 Cor. 5:17 “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

“So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). Our new identity is in Christ, regardless of what we may see and feel; remembering, “That’s Not You in the Mirror.”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
