The Law of Just Enough!

In the O.T. book of Proverbs chapter 30 we find an individual by the name of Agur who is listed as the writer. While we know little of Agur, there is a possibility the name is simply nothing more than being a nickname for Solomon himself.  No matter, the one thing we do learn is that he demonstrated and understood “The Law of Just Enough.” In verse 7 Agur wrote, “O God, I beg two favors from you; let me have them before I die.  First, help me never to tell a lie.  Second, give me neither poverty nor riches!  Give me just enough to satisfy my needs. For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ And if I grow poor, I may steal and thus insult God’s holy name.”
               
With America’s preoccupation with success and money, it would be more than impossible to convince the martyrs of the early church that life should be nothing short of a God-given right to be healthy and prosperous.  As Erwin Lutzer writes in his book, “10 Lies About God,”  “The God of my health and wealth might purport to be based on the Bible, but it is a skewed interpretation that has left thousands of disillusioned people in its wake.”  Perhaps a good example of the truth of his words is the story about the man who became envious of some friends because they had nicer homes in better neighborhoods.  Always interested in keeping up with the Jones’s, he listed his house with a real estate firm & began looking for a bigger, better, fancier home in an up-scale neighborhood of town.  Not too long after placing his house on the market he came across an ad in the newspaper’s real estate section about a home that seemed to be just what he was looking for.  He called the realtor and asked a few questions letting the sales person know that the house seemed to be just exactly what he was looking for.  He asked if he could meet the realtor and have him take him through the property, as he was confident it would meet his expectations.  When the agent agreed to the meeting he gave the man a time as well as the address for their meeting.  Hearing the address the man suddenly canceled the appointment and quickly hung up the phone…in embarrassment.  He had just inquired about his own house!
                    
What would be a good Biblical example of “The Law of Just Enough?”  When is enough, enough; and when is it that we really are in need of nothing more?  For this CRA Moment let’s not talk money, big homes or expensive cars, rather let’s look at the words that David prayed in Psalm 51:10. “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.”  Maybe like me, you as well have asked of the Lord to “create in me a new heart.” The word create that David used was the exact same basic word used in Genesis 1:1 when the Bible said, “In the beginning God created the heaven and earth.” The word “created” here means to make something “out of nothing.”  Today there are many who feel there is little or nothing in them that God could ever put to any good use. Totally unlike the results of re-decorating a room or re-building a car…David had the fleeting thought for a moment in time, that there was literally nothing…zero…that God could use.  And in David’s case, he was now asking in Psalm 51:10 for something brand new to take place in his life.  
                   
Following on the heels of Nathan the prophet who had come to David to confront him with his sin of adultery with Bathsheba, David cried out to God, “Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Oh, give me back my joy again…Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stains of my guilt. Create in me a clean heart, O God.  Renew a loyal spirit within me” (Ps. 51:7-10).  David believed that when he asked, God in His love and mercy would “Forgive…O God who saves.” (vs. 14)  And, the Law of Just Enough is just enough when it comes to God’s love and mercy!  How is it that The Law of Just Enough ‘clicks’ in when it comes to God’s forgiveness and restoration?  

Jeannie and I have our favorite Christian worship and songwriter, keyboard and singer, and recently our hearts were broken as we learned this one who has been used of God in such mighty ways had fallen for one of Satan’s oldest tricks.  Life looked better with someone else!  A pastor friend who has been in contact with this husband and father recently shared with us that the question was asked of him: “Will the anointing I once had ever return?”  
                  
It’s important to know that no child of God can lose the Spirit of the Lord; however, if, by way of our actions, attitudes or choices we make a conscience choice to fall or move from His presence, we then cause the Holy Spirit to become inoperative in our life, as what took place in David’s life.  In David’s case he had not lost his salvation, however he had lost the joy of his salvation and he wanted that joy to be restored.  The answer to David’s situation is the same as in your life, mine, and anyone else, and that is found in verse 17; “The sacrifice you desire is a broken spirit.  You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God.”
             
And that’s “The Law of Just Enough!”
             
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie
