The Name is “Fry”

His name may or may not be familiar to you so I would like to ‘introduce’ you to Gerald (Gerry) Fry, however, before I do so, let me take you back a number of years.  In August of 2004 I wrote in the weekly CRA Moment of Mr. Sam Rayburn who was Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives longer than any other many in our history.  I believe this story relates to this week’s CRA Moment it bears repeating as it sheds light on the kind of man he truly was.  The teenage daughter of a friend of his died suddenly one night.  Early the next morning the man the man heard a knock on his door, and when he opened it, there was Mr. Rayburn standing outside, alone.  The Speaker said, “I just came by to see what I could do to help.”  The father replied in his deep grief, “I don’t think there is anything you can do, Mr. Speaker.  We are making all the arrangements.” “Well,” Mr. Rayburn said, “Have you had your coffee this morning?” The man replied that they had not taken time for breakfast. So, Mr. Rayburn said that he could at least make coffee for them.  While he was working in the kitchen, the man came in and said, “Mr. Speaker, I thought you were suppose to be having breakfast at the White House this morning.” “Well, I was,” Mr. Rayburn said, “but I called the President and told him I had a friend who was in trouble, and I couldn’t come.”
                           
And you may ask, “What does that have to do with, ‘The Name is Fry?’”  It’s not just the name, it’s more about such the individual who, to this day, speaks into my life, and who, has been an example, a mentor, a “friend who sticks closer than a brother” and a person that I look up to in so many ways.  This part of the story goes back to its beginning in the late ‘70’s and covers just short of the following fourteen years.  During this time of my life I was incredibly privileged to serve as Administrative Associate Pastor at one of the greatest churches that God has ever planted on earthly soil.  While the church, Calvary Community Church in San Jose, under the pastor/leadership of Gerald Fry had grown in attendance into the thousand’s, that alone is not the focal point of this writing.  What is however, is the degree of “depth” of Biblical teaching and personal life-living example that all in attendance gleaned from being part of this exciting body of believers and following the very same example that the Apostle Paul spoke of in I Cor. 11:1 “…that you are following the teachings I passed on to you” (NLT).
                    
Saturday, which for some who were there, was now thirty plus years later.  A time together was held and included those who had come to honor, and remember a great pastor and his wife, as well as to have opportunity to see those whom many had not seen for ten to more than thirty years.  Why do I think you might be interested in this reunion? Simply because of this.  In the day we live, and with the numerous failures and failing’s of mankind…some who are friends; even family members; leaders in churches as well as those in political office…this world, our children and grand-children need roll models.  Gerald and Peggy Fry are such an example to hundreds of thousands of people who are now scattered across America as well as around the world.  As for this writer, the Fry’s are two true examples of what, in part, God planned for His church.  As I shared a few moments, I asked how many were presently involved in some form of church or ministry leadership as pastors, elders, deacons, board members or some other capacity in the ‘army of the Lord?’  The hands that were raised had to number well above three-fourths of both the men and women.  How could this be? There’s a scriptural answer and that is when people are filled with the truth of God’s Word, day after day and Sunday after Sunday, and when an example is constantly being demonstrated of what a godly marriage is all about, and what an on-going Spirit-filled life is like, people just want to follow and carry on the example they see.  
                  
As I think of these two I am so grateful to the Lord for teaching that touched my personal life and encouraged me to live a life based on a desire to be pleasing to the Lord.  Although I’ve not always attained to the standards God desires, I always come back to the foundational teaching I learned from this pastor and know I can begin over once again and to call out to God to “…not remember the rebellious sins of my youth.  Remember me in the light of your unfailing love, for you are merciful, O Lord” (Ps. 25:7).
                  
The question for this CRA Moment is, do you have such a man or women you can point to that has helped you grow in your faith?  I trust you do for any such relationship cannot be purchased with silver or gold.  Joshua of old had such a mentor as the Lord said to him, “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you.  Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left.  Then you will be successful in everything you do.  Study this Book of Instruction continually.  Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything in it.  Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.  This is my command, be strong and courageous!  Do not be afraid or discouraged.  For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:7-9).
           
Thanks Gerry!  You taught it!  And, I received it and have now set my focus to pass it on to others!

Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
