The Road to Recovery
 
It has been said that “worry is fear exposed,” and I would suggest that to be true.  Especially with all the specific issues of this years Christmas time and to the closing of this year 2009; who would not agree that ours is an anxious fear-full world that can be seen by nearly every person on earth.  The threat of terrorists around the world; people afraid of allowing their children or grandchildren to play in the average American citizen’s front yard; having to look the surrounding area over before entering or exiting your car in a public parking lot; wars; plagues and poverty…while the sad listing could go on and on.  Fear has, and is gripping our nation as demonstrated by a recent survey that reveals nearly three-fourths of America’s U.S. Citizens now have one or more guns in their homes, and it is probable that as many as two to three out of ten persons carry a weapon at all times.  Do these statistics not reveal just how rampant fear is in our society?  
              
This Christmas season the demonstration of our political leaders are among the most fearful people living today.  For example, in what ought to have been a “slam-dunk” conviction (or tossed out of office) of certain politicians, as some would say, a complete avoidance of truth and error has been completely overlooked or swept under the carpet.  After all, like when we were kids covering our eyes…who could really see us at such times.  Top priority for most of our nation’s elected leadership is not what they can accomplish while in office, but rather how long they remain in office.  It is as if many in the U.S. feel that a continuing lack of support for the president reveals fear from the general public, so, let’s cover our eyes and foolishly blunder on.  After all, someone ran news on the TV as well as headlines in America’s newspapers that we’re on “The Road to Recovery.”
              
While we’re being told we’re on that type of road, we also find news that a 41-year-old clergyman broke off from his traditional annual sermon yesterday to tell his congregation that “stealing from large chains is sometimes the best option for vulnerable people.”  Tim Jones in his “Nativity sermon” said that “It is far better for people desperate during the recession to shoplift than turn to prostitution, mugging or burglary.”  In this pastor’s message he insisted his unusual advice did not break the Bible commandment, ‘Thou shall not steal’ “because God’s love for the poor outweighs his love for the rich.”
                     
Fear is lack of confidence in one’s ability to deal with tomorrow.  The Bible has much to say about fear, with the word occurring 385 times throughout its pages.  A few examples could be cited as:  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear…(I John 4:18); “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me…(Psalm 23:4); Jesus said, “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body what you will put on.  Is not your life more than food and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?” (Matthew 6:25-26).  How about Paul’s words in 2 Timothy 1:7 that “God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
              
One of the best accounts in the Bible in dealing with fear is the story of David and Goliath.  Every day a Philistine giant, armed to the ‘T’ and ready for battle came lumbering down into the valley to taunt and challenge Israel to send its best fighting man to meet him in battle.  Goliath appeared on the scene with his height being over nine feet tall, wearing 125 pounds of armor, and a spear with a 15-pound head.  After forty days of the same routine, no Israelites had accepted his challenge…however…along came David who refused to be controlled by what he saw with his physical eyes.  You know the story in I Samuel 17 that is recorded and told repeatedly to encourage us that we can be free of the words and deeds of fear from all the Goliath’s of this world, as we, by faith, proclaim that “You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies---the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.”  As far as for Goliath last moments on earth, and what his inner thoughts might have been, one thing his eyes never saw, nor did his personal memory ever record was the stone from David’s sling hurling through the air nor did he know when his over-sized body hit the ground.  
               
Christmas 2009’s “The Road to Recovery” is not dependent upon stimulus money, our government, yours or my ability, nor on the creation of ‘new’ ideas, but is dependent upon one thing summed up in the words of David in that same I Samuel passage:  “And everyone assembled here will know that the Lord rescues his people, but not with sword and spear.  This is the Lord’s battle, and he will give you to us.” 
              
Our faith exercised over fear this Christmas will result in the same results as the people’s fear over Goliath all because of the timeless true story of Luke 2:10, “Don’t be afraid! I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.  The Savior---yes, the Messiah, the Lord---has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”
            
Merry ‘Christ’mas!
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