CRA WEBSITE UPDATES:  PODCAST Page Added
Follow along on the Progress of CRA BRANSON 
There is a CRA Branson Property Video & an Audio Presentation of the CRA Branson Vision (both video & audio located on the Podcast site)
You can go to the CRA website by clicking on the below link.   www.christianrodders-racers.org 
*    *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
 
There is No Day to Equal This Day!
 
My first trip to the Holy Land took place in the early to mid seventies as I was asked by Pastor Gerry Fry (mentor and pastor I was blessed to serve under for almost fourteen years) to accompany he and his wife Peggy, and also to administrate and help oversee the large group that would be going.  With this beginning, and now these numbers of years later, we have, as of this past year, been able to take some fourteen trips to the land where Jesus walked, and taught the Word.  Now in November 2012, CRA will be leading yet another trip to the land of Israel and already several couples have shown interest and have starting putting money away monthly for their trip of a lifetime.  Perhaps even you will be joining with us, as we will have opportunity to gain visual insight about ‘The Land’ in conjunction with us being able to have hands on teaching from God’s Word about the land of the Bible helping it to come alive in our understanding.
                                    
As for Jeannie and me, the highlight of the trip is the location called Gordon’s Calvary.  The site of Calvary---Golgotha---has been, and continues to be a matter of debate.  Since the year 335 the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, has marked the site, which is “identified” as Calvary.  While it is now well within the walls of Jerusalem’s Old City, in the time of Jesus it was a small hill just outside the western walls.  British excavations in the mid-1960 showed that the area was indeed outside the city walls during the time of Jesus, and furthermore had no structures on it.  Therefore it may well have been a garden, as John says.  The second location (and our personal favorite) is called Gordon’s Calvary.  General Charles Gordon was a well-known British leader when he came to live near Jerusalem in 1882.  Gordon was a personal friend of Horatio and Anna Spafford, (writer of the hymn “It is Well with My Soul”) and from their quarters atop the northern wall of the Old City he had a view of a rocky hill in which he identified the features of a skull.  At the lower part of the hill was an ancient tomb, which he believed was the empty tomb of Christ.  A decade later, the property was purchased by a group of Christians in England and the Garden Tomb Association was formed.  
                                               
Robert Alexander Stewart Macalister wrote in the Palestine Exploration Quarterly in 1907 comparing the two sites:  “It is a pity that so much is claimed for (this tomb); the prejudice raised thereby is apt to blind one to the fact that it is a remarkably interesting sepulcher…In conversation with tourists I constantly hear such a remark as this: ‘I came to Jerusalem fully convinced that the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was the true site; but then I went to the Church and saw all the “mummery” that goes on there, and the soldiers guarding the place to prevent fighting.  It was then I went to that peaceful garden: and then I knew that the church was wrong, and that Gordon had found the real site.’  This is the most convincing argument that can be advanced in favor of the tomb, and it is obviously quite unanswerable.”
                                       
Today as one visits the beauty and peaceful garden area where Gordon’s Calvary is located, and then the tomb is entered, the overwhelming presence of the Holy Spirit is so totally recognized that ones breath is almost taken away.  Now a number of years have passed and a wooden door has been placed at the opening of the tomb to keep any vandals from entering during nighttime hours.  The first year of our visit following the door being placed on the opening, I stood inside while our group entered, gazed about, prayed, and most all gave verbal praise and heart filled thanks for the great price paid by the Lord Jesus for their (our) sins.  As the last person of our group left the tomb and stepped over the opening’s threshold, I noticed a verse of Scripture that had been placed on the wooden door.  The verse was Luke 24:6, “He is not here, but is risen!”  Feeling that my breath had been literally sucked out of my being, and that my knees were about to collapse, the one and only response that could be uttered was my humble, thanks, and praise to the Lord for His great love for me…a sinner, unclean, and undone.  But now cleansed and clean by the blood of the Lamb, God’s One and Only Son!
                                            
This coming Sunday, April 24th, is what many in the world refer to as Easter Sunday….as for the Believer it is Resurrection Sunday!  As you and your family attend church, may this year be a year unlike none other in your Christian life’s experience.  Jeannie and I pray that you become more fully and completely connected to, and with the resurrected Son of God than at any other time of your Christian walk.  The last part of Matthew 28:6 & 7 tells us of the words the angel said to the women who came to the tomb following the crucifixion and death of Jesus:  “Come, see the place where the Lord lay.  And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead…”  Luke 24:34 tells us, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”  In I Cor. 15, when doubters showed up, Paul the Apostle told them about the risen Christ saying, “…if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (vs. 17).  Paul went on in I Cor. 15:20-22 saying, “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, all shall be made alive.”  
 
“There is No Day to Equal This Day!”
 
Have a Blessed Resurrection Sunday!
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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