There is a Price!
 
As most all will remember from past history, here in America we give thanks on what has been proclaimed as Thanksgiving or Thanksgiving Day and is recognized and celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.  It was President Lincoln who in 1863 officially proclaimed this National Day called Thanksgiving.  When I type the name of President Lincoln my mind immediately gives thanks for godly men of past years that the Lord so wonderfully and graciously placed in leadership of this great nation.  My heart despairs when I stop to consider how much God has desired to use the United States of America to reach a world in such desperate straits.  Yet because of sin, rebellion and wrong choices of so many in leadership, we are left with many who are determined to do nothing more than help to destroy God’s highest purposes for us.   “There is a Price” to be paid, and that price remains to be way more than we could ever imagine.  One day, “…every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,” and along with that, one of the most important confessions that every man and woman will be required to respond to, is how we took care of all that we were once blessed with.  Some would say, “Dale, I’m not in the political arena.  I have no voice when it comes to decisions that are being made from our courts, Congress, the Senate, and certainly not from the White House and whoever the President is.  Not true!  Paul emphatically spoke to Timothy in I Timothy 2:2-3 saying, “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men, for kings and all who are in high positions, (underlining mine) that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way.  This is good, and it is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior…”  Yes! Even those who are either democrats or republicans that we would prefer not to see in office!  “All who are in high positions.”
 
On this day… a few before Thanksgiving 2011, there would be those who would say such things as, “America is getting exactly what they deserve from God!”  While because of man’s rebellion, the ultimate and final reality of that can end up becoming what we are left with; I believe God would rather use good things to teach us with in these areas. That is exactly why He gave His Word; His promises; His Spirit; and His guidance, for He would rather we learn from the good than from the bad.  At the same time, while He wants to do us good, He will use whatever we’ve given Him to work with.  It is our free will and free choice as to exactly what all it is that we’ve left in His hands.  If bad is the only thing He has to work with---and if that’s the only way we’ll hear it---then He’ll use it.  But He never sends something bad our way just to teach something that we could have learned in some other way.  He never put cancer, disease, sickness, on somebody and then said, “Now, when you get spiritually strong and when you get enough faith, then I’ll come back and I’ll heal you.”  He never…not one time ever…did He “put” something on a person to afflict them with some nasty disease!  He healed them!  The Apostle Paul strongly condemned those who taught the idea “Let us do evil that good may come” (Romans 3:8), and yet, that’s exactly what some teachers say that God does.  He is a good God who wants to do you good!  Romans 2:4 says: that it’s the “goodness of God that leads you to repentance.”  That’s why Paul also says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).
 
Have you ever stopped to ask yourself the question, “Why did God allow me to be born and live in this, the United States of America?”   The answer is quite simple!  He wanted to use your life and mine to reach out to a dying world with the Gospel of His Son.  I’m so tired (and empty in my stomach) of hearing people talk about how busy they are with their jobs!  Some even unwittingly say such things as, “I’ve got so much work, so many customers who want this or that, that to squeeze little more time, than to be in church Sunday mornings, is difficult.”  If that is the pattern you’ve set and established in your life, it is time to reconsider your stand, for you will one day regret the business of past schedules.  The event that Americans commonly call the “First Thanksgiving,” was celebrated to give thanks to God for guiding them safely to the New World.  And, that first Thanksgiving feast lasted three days, providing enough food for 13 Pilgrims and 90 Native Americans.  These were days where the England colonists were accustomed to regularly celebrating “Thanksgivings” which were days of prayer thanking God for blessings such as military victory or the end of a drought.
 
Let me ask a question:  On this Thanksgiving Day 2011, what are the first things that come to mind for the day.  Is it cooking lavish meals, feasting, football games, parades, shopping for those special items for stuff really not needed, or will it be centered around giving thanks, and spending time with family and friends, being grateful for all God has given.  Psalm 30:12 reads, “To the end that my glory may sing praise to You and not be silent.  O Lord my God, I will give thanks to You forever.”  “I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving” (Psalm 69:30).  Psalm 92:1; “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord,” and Psalm 106:1 again reminds us to “Give thanks unto the Lord; for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever.”
 
“There is a Price” that not has already been, but will be paid to have lived in this, the United States of America; let’s begin as never before to acknowledge the goodness we have received and give “Thanks unto God for His unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15).
 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
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