This Is Not Working!                        
                            
We here at CRA are aware by way of numerous phone calls and e-mail’s there are businesses as well as pastors of churches and even members of those churches who photo-copy the CRA Moment each week to send to friends and relatives of whom they care about.  Therefore, this week’s CRA Moment is being written to speak to every person who loves this land of America, our freedom we have enjoyed for over 233 years, and those who profess to fear (reverence) the Lord.  It is of my humble opinion that we as a nation have crossed the line and becoming even more a nation of immorality, as we seek after foreign gods and idols, neglecting to look to the only One who can pull us out of and through our present day troubles.  It is past time that we get our heads out of the sand and our knees on the ground and yes, even our face flat on the floor before the Lord, admitting the way we are living and going about the things that are not working!  How about you?  What do you suggest it is going to take for us as Americans; as business people; as mothers and dads; as grandparents; as church attendee’s; as just simple folk who have a love for baseball, hotdogs, and organ music to the tune of “Take Me Out to The Ballgame”…just what do you suggest is it going to take for American’s to awake from our sleep?  I believe we are seeing come to pass such words as we read in the book of Nahum 1:6, “Who can stand before his fierce anger?  Who can survive his burning fury?  His rage blazes forth like fire and the mountains crumble to dust in His presence.” 
                  
“This is not working” therefore, God, in a way that He alone has chosen, is attempting to help us to see that we CANNOT…now, nor could we ever, move forward, sideways or any other direction without His help, His mercy, His grace and guidance! Individually we must make a choice if we are going to do as He has said in order to be under the cloud of His covering and protection.  However, should we choose to continue to move as we have been, He will allow us to reap the results of that choice as well.
               
Ezekiel warned that the Lord stands against those who do nothing short of preach and teach a ‘feel-good-gospel’, which isn’t the true Gospel at all.  I too am an individual living and operating in this world as you, and we each can read that “Our God helps everyone who obeys him, but he is very angry with all who reject him” (Ezra 8:22), and those who do not preach the truth of God’s Word that “All who fear the Lord will hate evil” (Prov. 8:13) are not preaching the truth of His Words at all! The question is do I hate the things God hates?  The One who enlightened Ezekiel to pen the warning about shepherds wrote, “You shepherds, (leaders) hear the word of the Lord.  This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  I now consider these shepherds (leaders) my enemies and I will hold them responsible for what has happened to my flock.  I will take away their right to feed the flock, along with their right to feed themselves.  I will rescue my flock from their mouths; the sheep will no longer be their prey” (Ezek. 34:9-10).  (Word in parentheses added as mine, however, the word “shepherds” used here refers to “leaders and pastors.”)
                   
My friends as well as those serving in church leadership along with all who are attending a local church; “This is Not Working!” and it is up to each one of us to “sound the alarm” to others that the only hope is to not be backward and to call out that the only answer to the problems we face is to begin with the one thing I’ve been proclaiming for months. That is the truth of God’s Word of II Chronicles 7:14, “…if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.”  American society in general is imploding from within!  Numerous laws American’s have voted on and seen passed on the side of righteousness are now being viewed by courts as meaningless!  Hardened criminals being released “early” from jail and prisons; pornography laws protect those who choose to live in the gutters of U.S. cities; TV filth is rampant.  All need to be reminded of the words of Malachi 4:1, “The Lord Almighty says, ‘The day of judgment is coming, burning like a furnace. The arrogant and the wicked will be burned up like straw on that day.  They will be consumed like a tree---roots and all’.”
              
Ex. 23: 2 reminds us that we “… not fall in with the many to do evil…” and for all “You who love the Lord, hate evil! (Ps. 97:10) and Peter in I Pet. 3:12 warns “...the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” Is there any hope?  There is!  Put Jesus first and He will turn things around for you because there has never been a battle or a war He has EVER lost! God’s hands are still big enough to handle all issues of our lives and this universe. And, in those nail-scared hands He holds the only hope we can cling too as He promises, “But for you who fear my name, the Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in his wings” (Mal. 4:2).
                             
“Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live” (Gal. 1:4).  It’s time we all begin to preach the truth of Paul’s words in order to help our Nation that is in serious trouble!  “This is Not Working!”  However, preaching and living the truth of Chronicles 7:14 and Galatians 1:4 WILL work! 
               
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
