This Morning Over Breakfast!


This morning over breakfast I, once again looked out our kitchen window across the hills, valleys, mountaintops, and the entire landscape, which is now covered with God’s green grass and trees, and then, once again I gave thanks for the beauty of His creation.  (I also gave thanks for the Cheerios and milk that He has so graciously provided for my morning’s breakfast).  As for me and having my breakfast treat…it just simply doesn’t get any better than this!
                           
As I continued to gaze, I spotted several vultures circling around and over what apparently was probably an animal of one type or another, or perhaps a deer that was down…and may even now be dead…or some other creature in distress. The vultures were also looking for breakfast and I was thankful they weren’t interested in my Cheerios!  Bringing the cereal bowl and energy drink into the office, I continued my morning as other mornings.  Today I began reading a familiar chapter in the Bible, that of Matthew 24, and then back to the O.T. and the book of Psalm and chapter 10.  In Matthew 24 and verse 28 from the NLT I was somewhat taken aback as I read these words:  “Just as the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.”  Maybe the sight I had witnessed earlier was more than just that which caught my eye.  Just maybe the sighting was just another “head’s-up” from the Lord as to what may soon lie ahead for those of us on planet earth.
                  
With this CRA Moment, I do not need to remind you that America, as well as every other nation on the face of the earth is in dire straights. We are not only headed for trouble, we are in trouble and that is better emphasized by writing…T-R-O-U-B-L-E!!  Lest you believe that our hope lies in any man or woman, the words of Ps. 62:9 are accurate that “From the greatest to the lowliest, all are nothing in his sight.  If you weigh them on the scales, they are lighter than a puff of air.” While you have been reminded in past CRA Moment’s the words of the Lord recorded in 2 Chron. 7:13-14 that, “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people, if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”, we, as earthly human beings have made a willful, conscious choice not to do so.  And, because of the choice many have made, and, as any farmer knows, we are now reaping that which we have sown!  
                 
Where are we at?  In a ‘nutshell’ (pardon the pun), however, has anyone noticed the “pestilence” among us even in the peanut industry? Personally I’m having withdrawals in not having my regular dose of peanut butter!  We have entered into the very heart of the words of Proverbs 1:24 and following:  “I called you so often, but you wouldn’t come. I reached out to you, but you paid no attention.  You ignored my advice and rejected the correction I offered.  So I will laugh when you are in trouble!  I will mock you when disaster overtakes you, when calamity overtakes you like a storm, when disaster engulfs you like a cyclone, and anguish and distress overwhelm you.  When they cry for help, I will not answer.  Though they anxiously search for me, they will not find me. For they hated knowledge and chose not to fear (reverence) the Lord.  They rejected my advice and paid no attention when I corrected them.   Therefore, they must eat the bitter fruit of living their own way, chocking on their own schemes.  For simpletons turn away from me - - - to death.  Fools are destroyed by their own complacency.”
                  
I pray that your individual life does not fit anywhere in the lines or wording of the above Bible passage, so the question for you and me is this: What is it we are to do in this day we are living?  Is there hope?  Is there a window of opportunity for our life, and family?  Is there?  Please here me! THERE IS!
              
If we will repent of our ways and turn back unto the Lord, there is hope.  Among other verses in God’s Word that give us hope and direction in a one, two, three step plan.  In the words of the O.T. book of Joshua, chapter 1 and beginning with verse7.  “Only be strong and very courageous, being careful (DO NOT OVERLOOK OR READ OVER THIS) to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you.  Do not turn from it to the right or left, that you may have good success wherever you go.  This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go.”
             
Here!  Say it with me!  ‘Keep on circling you vultures!  There isn’t any dead thing to be found here!  The One who redeems and keeps watch over my life is the same One whose words in the last verse of Proverbs 1 strengthens and holds me by His might right hand’ who states, “But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear 

of harm.”

Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
