This is What I Want…
 
Now, presently three-quarters into the year of 2011 we find this world in increasing chaotic circumstances!  The unemployment rate continues to soar; angry people take out their feelings in ever increasing ways demonstrated by aggressive driving patterns; others are frustrated by more than a handful of politicians who have promised great change for our nation, while things progressively get worse.  Not only are we seeing such incredibly poor daily leadership from those in elected positions, there is a huge moral disconnect and gap with the principles first established and set forth by our founding fathers.  What we are experiencing in the United States is also being felt and realized around the world, as warning signs are visibly being witnessed on TV as well as heard via the radio.  Each night the dreary and depressing headlines are visibly being shown as well as capturing the headlines of newspapers.  When one looks around, most all see only one thing:  Darkness!  But if you’re a believer in Jesus Christ and have received Him as your Lord and Savior then that darkness turns into light. The Apostle Paul said, “…for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true)...” [Eph. 5:8-9].
 
The biggest problem is that too few Americans take the Bible literally; choosing to not believe that it is the actual Word of God.  Most have bought in to the enemy’s lie that while the Bible is a good barometer and gauge for daily living, it is on the other hand, impossible to live up to its standards, and God Himself realizes that it is impossible to do so; therefore when ‘convenient’ its laws, rules, and advice is to be considered whenever more convenient and easy to follow.
 
According to a recent Gallup poll while 30% interpret the Bible literally, and 49% say it is the inspired Word of God, it is also felt that it should not be taken literally.  Gallup also found that 17% of those polled consider the Bible an ancient book of stories that were recorded by man, and only 54% of weekly churchgoers believe in a literal interpretation.  Of those who graduated from college, a whopping 19% believe the Bible is a book of fables and legends.  Teachers and professors have infiltrated today’s ‘higher-learner’ with their false teaching of evolution; man’s ability to work out and through the problems faced; and that they alone are responsible to work out what is best in life.  After all let’s eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die…and then there is nothing!  How foolish!  In evangelical circles, while it is found that its leaders overwhelming agree Christianity is the one, true faith leading to eternal life, and that abortion and homosexuality are wrong; there is still plenty of disagreement among those leaders as the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life reported.  In their survey it was found that 49% say you have to believe in God to be a moral person, another 49% say you don’t have to believe in God to be a moral person.  When it comes to drinking alcohol, 42% say it’s quite OK to drink, while 52% say it’s not OK.  Others say that the teachings of the Old Testament were only for times past and not relevant for today as we now have the New Testament, which negates the Old.  The foolishness of such statements would be akin to saying that learning how to add and subtract in grade school is no longer necessary now that we’ve graduated and have become part of today’s ‘up-to-date’ and ‘educated’ society.  Solomon, the most wise man who ever lived said in Prov. 4:1-4, “Hear, O sons, a father’s instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight, for I give you good precepts; do not forsake my teaching.  When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and live.  Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.  Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will keep you; love her, and she will guard you’.”
 
If you will choose to follow Solomon’s admonitions, then together we will be able to say that no matter what craziness takes place in this world; no matter who or how many throw their rocks or evil slurs to the personage of Creator God; no matter the evil of the day; no matter that some pastors feel that Sunday services should not be any longer than fifty minutes in length due to the short attention span of church goers; we can stand together exercising our faith and saying that “…as for me and my house…This is What I Want…I want my life to be a living praise to you, Lord!”  
 
Remember that Ephesians 3:20 says that God can do “superabundantly, far over and above all that we (dare) ask or think (infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes or dreams).”  What is it you’re asking the Lord for?  Are you daring to ask Him for great things in your life?  You should be!  After all, we serve a great God, and He wants us to expect great things from Him.  If you’re thinking you’re not worthy or that you failed too many times, think again!  He knows better than you that you’re not spot free, yet He’s anxiously awaiting an opportunity to pour out His goodness to you.  Let your faith grab hold of that truth!  Say with me, “This is What I Want…I want my life to be a living praise to you, Lord.”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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**Thank you for ‘sowing’ into the ministry of CRA … and if you’d like to sow specifically for the CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop/Museum build…you may select either of the options on the CRA website giving link www.CRAministries.org .  Jeannie and I have been so incredibly blessed! God’s Word says, what you sow…you reap.  Sow big; reap big.  Sow small, reap small.  We can honestly attest to the former; “With the measure you give, that is the measure that will be given back to you.”  

To date there are already 12 young men signed up for CRA Hot Rod Camps in 2012.  Thank you for helping them see this dream in their life become a reality as you give towards the completion of the CRA Hot Rod Camp Shop/Museum.  We do not believe it is God’s plan for CRA to go in debt to complete this project, but believe God has and is placing upon people’s hearts to provide monitarily for HIS Vision.  
 
 
What is needed to complete the Camp Shop/Museum … $274,000
 
55 gifts at $5000 … or …
137 gifts at $2000 …or…
274 gifts at $1000
OR Whatever God places on your heart to give!
 
See you at an upcoming Goodguys Event….OR….see you in Branson at the new CRA Facility!  
 
What a GOD we serve!
