“To Do…and then Some!”
Before, and even after typing the heading for this CRA Moment, I paused several times as the question passed through my mind that I asked myself … if anyone would read this week’s writing after seeing the title.  Sad as it is, many have not trained themselves to do what it suggests.  Go the second mile; turn the other check; pay back no one for evil done unto them; give a cup of cold water to one who is thirsty; do unto others as you would have them do unto you…for more often than not, in the day we live, all these areas, and even much more, are distant from our main view of thinking.  And, from doing!
                   
Not so for a young woman I was reading about this morning.  While the early part of her life’s story can be found in the book of Genesis, chapter 24, I’ll hit some of the highlights that I trust, will be a target and encouragement for seeing those good things that can take place by not only doing what’s expected, but, “To Do…And then Some.”  Her story begins with leading verses that are not about her directly, rather with Abraham, who, by this time in scripture was “old, and well advanced in age.”  Scripture tells us that Abraham sent his oldest servant (according to Gen. 15:2 he was Eliezer) to the country from where Abraham had come from, with his instruction to “find a wife there for my son Isaac.”
                   
While angels are not to be worshiped, for they too are created beings, however they do have an important place to play in God’s work with mankind.  We find that Abraham told his servant that the Lord would send his angel ahead of him, and that it would be the mission of the angel to “find a wife there” for his son.  The servant loaded up ten camels with all kinds of expensive gifts that Abraham would be giving to the one to be found.  Imagine that!  Ten camels loaded with every kind of expensive item that one could imagine.  While no doubt, the thought of a smelly, dirty, less-than-handsome camel appearing in your front yard does little to make your day, yet, to think of all the silver, gold, and precious items these ten would be carrying would certainly give more to consider should they show up.  
                  
The servant’s prayer went like this:  “O Lord God of my master, Abraham, please give me success today, and show unfailing love to my master, Abraham.”  Every morning before, or shortly after our feet hit the floor, those eight words would be valuable to pray… “O Lord God…please give me success today.”  There is not one thing you or I can do this day without the help, strength, mercy and grace of the Lord, and more importantly, there is not one thing that can be accomplished that has any lasting, eternal value, without the Lord Himself giving “success today.”  Scripture tells us that he went to the town where Abraham’s brother Nahor lived.  He approached the well where it was customary for the women to come to the well and draw water for their households, and it was there he made his camels kneel beside the well.  His prayer request of the Lord continued as he said he would ask one of the women for a drink of water, and if she said yes, then may she also say, “and I will water your camels, too!” Let her then be the one you have selected as Isaac’s wife.  Before he finished his prayer he saw a young woman whose name he learned later to be Rebekah who was coming with a water jug on her shoulder.  You’ll remember she responded just as Abraham’s servant had asked in his prayer by saying yes to not only a drink of water, but also, of her own will and accord, to go the second mile by offering to water his camels.  Stop for a moment to figure out the equation:  Ten camels that had just crossed the desert from Mesopotamia (as much as 500 miles) and the dashboard red light was showing empty.  These ten could easily drink up to forty gallons of water each, for a total of four-hundred gallons. Rebekah with her one gallon jug would have to make at least four-hundred one-way trips from the well to the camels.    
           
Today’s work ethics, and unfortunately even within the church, is unlike the willingness of a Rebekah; but rather…what is it I must do to get by.  I’ll just do what is expected, after all, that’s what most others do!  However, as a Christian, you and I are to not only do what’s expected...we’re to do even more.  Someone said that the difference between a highly successful person and an average person is found in three words:  “And then some.”  Recently, the Olympics have dominated the news, and anyone who has viewed even a few minutes of the endurance of these men and women have realized that each one has done much more than just suit up, and show up.  Each one has pushed themselves, perhaps even further than they even thought possible.  Just maybe that is what is needed in your marriage today.  “To do… And then Some!”  Maybe in your job what’s needed is more than just putting in a nine to five’er, but a willingness “To do…And then Some!”  How about Bible Study?  Sunday only attendance?  Financial giving to the work of the Lord?  How about prayer, or to being available to someone less fortunate who has no ability to ever pay you back?  “To do…And then Some.”
                 
Here’s a tip for today!  Life’s journey is not just a fifty-fifty deal!  It really is a willingness to be a person, “To do…And then Some!”
       
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie 
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