We Are In Charge of Maintenance!!

By the time you receive and read this CRA Moment you will have heard of the sad news of the filing of divorce papers of the over thirty-year marriage of Benny & Suzanne Hinn.  While it’s been said by others, and now regarding the Hinn’s marriage failure, the reason given is what is too common citing, “irreconcilable difference”.  For the sake of this CRA Moment and the truth of God’s Word, I trust it to be possible for every reader to lay aside any personal prejudices one may have regarding the ministry of Benny Hinn.  While I agree in part with J. Lee Grady contributing editor of Charisma Magazine, I do take issue with a second part of his comment.  Grady said, “Hinn’s divorce is the latest in a string of high-profile ministry divorces and moral failures among the Pentecostal leaders, beginning with Ted Haggard’s fall from grace in 2008.”  Grady then continued on to say, “Obviously because their ministry has been very public, they will need to issue a statement to their supporters to explain how this happened.”
                             
While I understand the underlining reasoning as to Grady’s comment, may I be so bold to say that it’s quite obvious as to ‘how this happened.’  The reason it happened is the very same reason that each and every marriage is under attack from the powers of darkness…i.e. the Devil.  He has only one goal when it comes to any an all marriages, and as the Bible has warned us, that he is out to “steal, kill and destroy.”  All it takes to see his tactics is to turn on a TV, pick up a magazine conveniently displayed in a rack at every grocery, and drug store check out counter.  His target and goal is focused on everything from Christian marriages; family relationships; Christ-like friendships that are even in the church; which are all just part…but a big part of his endeavor.
                         
Marriages are under assault!  Feminism has raised its hand, showing it to ultimately be against the Scriptural principle of a wholesome, God ordained marriage covenant.  Reading Job 41:16-17 should give us a better understanding of what marriage should be like: “One is so near to another that no air can come between them. They are joined one to another; they clasp each other and cannot be separated.”  Just a few recent percentages to show just the opposite taking place can be derived from a Time Poll, which showed the following:  Regarding issues that women view as important are 96% as being healthy.  Few would argue with that, however, here are other percentages as very important.  85% being self-sufficient; 81% being financially secure; 72% having a fulfilling job; 68% having religious faith; 66% having children, and 53% being married.  Interestingly a second Time Poll that followed the one referred to above had the title, “How Often Women Experience Stress.”  40% said frequently; 39% said sometimes; 17% said rarely, with only 4% saying never.”  It should be obvious that those of us as men have not done an effective job in showing and demonstrating to the opposite sex that we, as men are very needed in a relationship of two people.  If so, how do we explain the 85% who look to be self-sufficient, and need not the help of a mate?
                         
Men, it is past time for you and me to take a stand for our marriages, and to be the men of Ephesians 5:25. The world and nothing in it is going to DO IT for us!  And, the ‘world’ is not going to be held accountable for whether we make our marriages successful and what God planned them to be.  Neglect to details, small and big, will help destroy a marriage quicker than anything!
                        
Dr. Tony Campolo once wrote, I challenge those who come to me for marriage counseling this way:  If you do what I tell you to do for an entire month, I can promise that by the end of the month, you will be in love with your mate.  The results are invariably successful.  Do ten things each day that you would do if you really were in love.  I know that if people do loving things, it will not be long before they experience the feelings that are often identified as being in love.  Love is not those feelings.  Love is what one wills to do to make the other person happy and fulfilled.  Often we don’t realize that what a person does; influences what he feels.
                     
Roderick McFarlane, in Reader’s Digest said, on her golden wedding anniversary, my grandmother revealed the secret of her long and happy marriage.  “On my wedding day, I decided to choose ten of my husband’s faults which, for the sake of our marriage, I would overlook,” she explained.  A guest asked her to name some of the faults.  “To tell the truth,” she replied, “I never did get around to listing them.  But whenever my husband did something that made me hopping mad, I would say to myself, “Lucky for him that’s one of the ten.”
                 
The best and simplest prescription for a good marriage contains only two points:  Number #1, Walk, continually, with Jesus.  I John 1:7, “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another.”  Number #2, Work on the marriage!  Colossians 3:23, “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”
                        
We may say that our marriage was made in heaven; however, you and I are responsible for the maintenance work!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie 
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