What Do You Want to Be?
                               
Do you remember back when you were still a ‘young person’ in school…perhaps at a time you were in grade school, you and your friends would sit out in the front or back yard…chewing on a blade of grass, day-dreaming, and asking one another this question?  What do you want to be when you grow up?  Answers came in response from one end of the spectrum to the other such as:  a fireman; nurse; police officer; doctor; preacher; having your own car lot or a dealership; truck driver; or a myriad of numerous other dream jobs.
 
Personally I remember back as a young person standing in the front room of our home (when everyone else was out of the house) and pretending that I was speaking and preaching to people.  At least being so vocal at a time such as that and when no one was at home; I didn’t have to be concerned about anyone walking out in the middle of my ‘message.’ Sadly, into my teenage years I allowed that dream to be stolen by the enemy, and for far too many years I attempted to live my life without any direction or attention paid to the things of the Lord.  But for the mercy of the Lord, where would I be!
 
Just today some similar thoughts flooded my mind once again.  The one big question I entertained was, “What Do You Want to Be?”  I began reflecting on the blessings of the Lord He bestowed upon Jeannie and me with our children:  Clark (a Captain with the Fire Dept.); Casey (Children’s Director in a church); Aaron (SWAT Team Leader and Sergeant/Undercover Agent for the Sheriff’s Dept.); and Greg (a Foreman with a large construction company); and then entertaining the thought as to how they might answer the question, “What Do You Want to Be?” should they be asked.
 
This question is so important we need to look at several translations of the Bible and see what the writer to the church at Rome had to say about the subject.  Romans chapter 4 talks about how Abraham was justified by faith, and in the last few words of Romans 4:18 we read this:  “So shall your descendants be.”  The New Authorized Version reads, “So shall your seed be.”  The New Testament in Plain English reads, “Your descendants will be like this.”  The NIV reads, “So shall your offspring be.”   As I pondered this thought, the question kept reoccurring in my mind:  If, even at the adult age our children are…and for a moment laying their present occupations aside for the sake of my question…what would I most want to hear them say if they were asked the question, “What Do You Want to Be?” My ultimate desire would be to hear them say something like this:  “I want to be just like dad, because he wants to be just like Jesus.”  I would want them to be able to look beyond my faults and failures and see a heart that so desires to be like the best Father anyone could ever think of.  I would want them to be able to look beyond the “dips” of a man made of flesh and blood that fails far too often to live up to that type of example, yet desires so much to be like Him.  I would not want them to focus on areas of my life the world calls success, but rather, to see beyond that which is natural, seeing those things that are spiritual and glorifying to the Lord.   
 
Do you realize that you too can be just like Jesus?  Today, if the world is going to see Jesus, they’ll have to see Him through you and me.  We are His physical body, and if His Body doesn’t preach the gospel, the gospel doesn’t get preached.  If His Body doesn’t lay hands on the sick, then His ministry to them is cut short.  That thought may surprise some because they think that He stopped being interested in ministering personally to people like He did on the shores of Galilee.  But He hasn’t changed!  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and He still wants to preach the Word of God to people.  He still has the power to do all things---and He will, through us if we will just allow Him to do so.
 
You may be saying that you’ve been a believer for thirty or forty years, but you’ve never seen Him do any such things through your life.  Here’s why!  It’s because you haven’t expected Him to do those things.  He’s not going to be revealed through you unless you use your faith.  That shouldn’t come as any surprise to you, because after all, everything we receive from God must be activated in our lives by faith.  Begin to believe God that He will place within you something that He wants not only to come out, but shared with others.  Let Him have His way with your life.  Expect His life to begin to flow so others can see the Lord Jesus Christ through you.  Put your faith into action by spending time with Him, setting your affections on those things that are high above, and begin desiring Him to reveal Himself through you so much that you’re willing to set aside other things and seek Him first.
 
As I type the words of this CRA Moment, the gospel station I have on is playing Bill Gaither’s well-known song with these words:  “And He made something beautiful, of my life.”  And He’ll do that for you.  Decide this very moment to give the right answer to the question:  “What Do You Want to Be?”
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7                                                                                                                              
Dale & Jeannie 
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