What Will it Take?

You may have read the news about the Las Vegas Illusionists duo of Siegfried and Roy who appeared last Saturday before their crowd along with the Bengal tiger that ended their careers during a 2003 performance. The threesome shared the stage for what was billed as their “haunting final performance.”
                     
While being hailed as a charity show, Roy Horn emerged dressed in a black robe, his face covered with a skeletal mask while the stage was dark and covered in smoke.  Horn limped slowly onstage and quite often had to steady himself on Siegfried’s shoulder.  An AP release stated the two performed a signature illusion as Siegfried was dressed in a white robe as well as a mask.  The two stood inside a cage, which was covered with a drape, and as Horn removed the curtain seconds later, Siegfried then appeared on the opposite side of the stage while a hulking tiger stood in his original place.  The announcer left the crowd with this final thought:  “Within all of us there is an illusive melody, which when heard and followed will lead you to the fulfillment of your fondest dreams.”  
                 
Most all remember the ending of their ‘performance’ that day in October when the tiger sank its teeth into Horn’s neck, dragging him offstage in front of a horrified audience.  The illusionist, now 64, was partially paralyzed, suffering a damaged neck artery and crushed windpipe, and after 13 years and 5,000 performances, the “Siegfried & Roy” show at the L.V. Mirage hotel went dark, ending one of the most successful shows in Las Vegas history.
               
As I looked at the picture that accompanied the article telling of the ending results on their career, my eyes were drawn to the chain and large cross that hung at an angle around Horn’s neck.  Admittedly, my first thought was that if I had opportunity to ask Mr. Horn a question I believe I would ask if he’d ever stopped long enough to consider the truth that to be pleasing and acceptable in the Lord’s sight requires more than hanging a cross around ones neck. No matter how big in size a cross may be that is worn, its full and complete obedience to God’s Word is that which ultimately carries the weight.  No one can ignore God’s principles and commands and have his mark show up in His acceptance column.  In Luke chapter 6 verse 46 and following we find these words, “So why do you call me ‘Lord,’ when you won’t obey me?  I will show you what it’s like when someone comes to me, listens to my teaching, and then obeys me.  It is like a person who builds a house on a strong foundation laid upon the underlying rock.  When the floodwaters rise and break against the house, it stands firm because it is well built.  But anyone who listens and doesn’t obey is like a person who builds a house without a foundation.  When the floods sweep down against the house, it will crumble into a heap of ruins.”  It’s impossible to live a life “built” without a foundation.  You’ll find without ‘a strong foundation’ you’re headed for a collapse! And that collapse is going to be with ‘One’ who isn’t about to budge; even if we do have a cross hanging around our neck!
               
Last evening as Jeannie and listened to a pastor share a message based around the Children of Israel, the Philistines, and the Ark of the Covenant, we were very vividly reminded that to live a life pleasing to the Lord requires more than what many are willing to adhere to.  Pleasing in the Bible Dictionary means to give pleasure or satisfaction, and is best described in the words of Proverbs 15:8 & 9, “The Lord hates the sacrifice that the wicked offer, but he likes the prayers of honest people.  The Lord hates what evil people do, but he loves those who do what is right.”
           
Here in the 21st Century, every Hollywood actor; every man and woman in leadership in and around Washington D.C., every pastor, each church member, each and every person both large and small would do well to study the Book of Judges.  In 1928 when the depression first began, a brief editorial appeared in the Wall Street Journal:  “What America needs today is not Government controls, industrial expansion, or a bumper corn crop.  America needs a return to the day when grandpa took the team out of the field in the early afternoon on Wednesday in order to hitch them to the old spring wagon into which grandma put all of the children after she washed their races shining clean; and they drove off to prayer meeting in the little white church at the crossroads underneath the oak trees, where everyone believed the Bible, trusted Christ, and loved one another.
           
How is it our troubles all began?  It began because our trouble is spiritual and that trouble has now moved into political circles, and we’re left with anarchy.  What we need today is to get the chains and crosses off from around our neck until we get ‘The Truth Of The Cross’ into our hearts.  May God have mercy on America!
 
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
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