What’s Cooking This Thanksgiving?

After the Constitutional Convention of 1787 ended and outside Independence Hall, a Mrs. Powell of Philadelphia asked Ben Franklin, “What have we got here, a republic or a monarchy?”  With no hesitation Franklin responded, “A republic, if you can keep it.” Today the words of Franklin could not be more relevant, and, should be extremely thought provoking to each one who loves this United States of America. “What’s Cooking this Thanksgiving?”    

In the Sunday service in Scottsdale, Arizona, Jeannie shared about seeing a young man pass by with these words on the front of his t-shirt: “I had a choice…”  She then quoted these heart sinking sad words printed on the back, “…And I chose wrong!”  Our nation is and has chosen wrong!  The words of Ezekiel 7:8 should cause us to turn from and repent.  “I will judge you according to your ways, and I will repay you for all your abominations.”   We, as a nation, like the young man Jeannie gave witness about, have “chose wrong” rather than choosing God’s standards.  At this point we have turned from the Only One who is more than willing to help if we will cry out to Him.  “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of their distresses” (Ps. 107:19).  Yet, there is something cooking this Thanksgiving that perhaps you have not ‘smelled’ as yet.  
 
Late last week, representatives from leading evangelical political groups unveiled, “The Manhattan Declaration,” a call for Christian unity on issues of life, marriage, and religious liberty.  Chuck Colson, who led the declaration’s creation, called it “a wake-up-call—a call to conscience—for the church” and a “crystal-clear message to civil authorities that we will not, under any circumstances, stand idly by as our religious freedom comes under assault.”  The declaration, which now has numbers in the tens of thousands of signatures, begins with a reminder of the church’s non-cooperation with injustice, tyranny and oppression.  It then states that today, this non-cooperation must include the protection of life, marriage, and religious liberty.  Catholics, Protestants, Pastors, Christian authors, seminary leaders, professors, as well as heads of large Christian organizations have joined in one voice to echo similar words as Richard Land of the ERLC who called the declaration “a sterling and forthright declaration of first principles.  To paraphrase Martin Luther: Here we stand; we can do no other.”  The opening statement in “The Manhattan Declaration” [which incidentally is the 29th most googled site] (manhattandeclaration.org) article reads,  “Christians, when they have lived up to the highest ideals of their faith, have defended the weak and vulnerable and worked tirelessly to protect and strengthen vital institutions of civil society, beginning with the family.  We are Orthodox, Catholic, and evangelical Christians who have united at this hour to reaffirm fundamental truths about justice and the common good, and to call upon our fellow citizens, believers and non-believers alike, to join us in defending them. These truths are:  1. The sanctity of human life.  2. The dignity of marriage as the conjugal union of husband and wife. 3. The rights of conscience and religious liberty.”
 
The announcement is from concerned, law abiding, county loving, freedom bearing, men, women, and children of their intention not to compromise their proclamation of the gospel.  These are American citizens like you and me, proclaiming such words as Paul the Apostle who stated, “For I am not ashamed of the Good News about Christ, for it is the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16), and “There is salvation in no other name under heaven whereby men can be saved” (Acts 4:12), and his proclamation that he had “…not avoided to declare to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).  “The Manhattan Declaration” could be summed up with Paul’s words in Galatians 5:1, “Stand fast in the liberty by which Christ has made us free and do not be entangled (caught up) again with a yoke of bondage.”

We are at a point in time in this 21st Century where the gospel of Christ is not popular or an approved message, however, if we intend to be faithful to God, this is the only message we must proclaim.  It may appear that we have been found sitting far too long in the comfort of church padded pews; enjoying “Coffee and Snack bars” in the church lobby, and meeting together for church socials, that we have neglected the words of Jesus in John 6:27.  “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.”

The best Thanksgiving dinner satisfies for a day, at most, or maybe a week if leftovers are considered, but it doesn’t endure.  If we really saw the value between the food that spoils and food that endures, we’d never get the two confused.  That, in my humble opinion is “What’s Cooking this Thanksgiving.” 
 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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