When God Grades on the Curve!

I recently read a quote from an individual who was determined to continue living the particular style of life presently being lived as well as the life that had been lived for many years. This individual said, “I’m glad no one really believes the Bible anymore, or they’d stone us.”  As we see the sin and decadent style of living being carried on by many in the 21st Century, one might quickly come to the conclusion that today God must be much more tolerant than He was during the times of the Old Testament (O.T.).  Today it almost must appear to the natural mind that people can get by being blasphemous toward God, the church, Christians, and the family unit as a whole, who is doing their best to live a life worthy of the words of Jesus in Matthew 19: 5, “And he said, this explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.”  It was the great pastor and theologian, R.C. Sproul who said that if O.T. penalties for blasphemy were in effect today, every television executive would have been executed long ago.  

While I do not recall ever hearing it taught from any pulpit in any church I’ve ever attended, it does almost appear that for many who sit in the pews of today’s churches, there is a feeling that the Bible demonstrates and gives indication of there being two totally different Gods.  There is the God of the O.T. who was a much more wrathful God and who was ready to ‘take-people-out’ for any degree of disobedience to His Word and commands.  For many of these same individuals it appears their understanding of the God of the New Testament is their view of a more loving; more willing to accept us the way we are; more merciful; loving Heavenly Father.  It’s as if some view the God of the N.T. as being more tolerant, after all, He knows we’re just human and we’re doing our best to live in this confused and most difficult world.  “When God Grades on the Curve” He simply says, just come as you are, and if I think it’s necessary, we’ll work on the changes later on that need to take place in your life!

The truth of the entire matter when it comes to us addressing the title of this CRA Moment, “When God Grades on the Curve!” the truth is…He NEVER grades on the curve; however, we are told in Scripture just how He does grade.  According to the Bible in Hebrews 11:6 we learn that “…it is impossible to please God without faith.”  Therefore we are told specifically and exactly just how it is that God grades your life and mine.  And just what is faith?  It’s in Hebrews 11:1 the answer is given:  “Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.” It was George Bernard Shaw, the Irish playwright who said, “We have not lost faith, but we have transferred it from God to the medical profession.”  I’ve read the book of Hebrews through numerous times and have yet to find anywhere in the thirteen chapters where God has given a secondary way to live when it comes to faith that is anything other than the words of the Apostle Paul as written in Ephesians 2:8 that “It is by faith that you are saved.”  While God does use doctors, He is not willing to “share His glory with anyone” and our faith must be focused totally upon Him and what only He can do.  While there are times He chooses to use others…it only takes place that He can receive all of the glory.  And there is nothing that is impossible for Him!  He is the One who can do it all no matter your need.

As I do not know the present condition of your life, I do know the One who not only does know, but also knows and has the exact answer as to what needs to be done to help you through to the other side no matter what or where you find yourself this very moment.  To begin with, we need to read again the words of Malachi 3:6 where the prophet Malachi recorded in six simply yet direct words regarding what God is or is not willing to do.  “I the Lord do not change.”  Since that’s the ‘rest of the story’ from His point of view, it’s obvious that the change that must take place is going to have to be on our part.  That begins first of all by the exercise of our faith as again the Apostle Paul’s words are recorded in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Then by our exercise of that faith we can now hold tightly to His promise in Isaiah 43:2-3 that no matter what you are facing, “When you go THROUGH (caps mine) deep waters, I will be with you.  When you go THROUGH rivers of difficulty, you will not drown.  When you walk THROUGH the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” 

After reading that wonderful promise, be encouraged with the words of James, the brother of Jesus in James 1:22; “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only...” remembering that God doesn’t grade on the curve!
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