Who is Responsible Here?

 

There are few, if any, who have not read or heard the words of Genesis 2:20 to 22, “But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs…then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.”  Then following, we read words describing what took place written in chapter 3, verse 1, “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.  And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, you shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”  Verse 6, “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”  
 

You are well aware of what took place after this, however, the question I ask in this CRA Moment is, have you ever wondered where Adam was when the serpent tempted Eve?  Notice that the text says, “She also gave to her husband with her…”  Might it just be that he, Adam was standing right next to Eve even as the serpent was busy tricking her with his words?  Might it just be that Adam was there, listening to every word being spoken?  If he was (and there’s strong indication that he was) then, the question is, why didn’t he speak up?  Why didn’t he get involved?  Why didn’t he defend his wife?  Why didn’t he make any and all effort in protecting his “helpmate” from the scheming words of the serpent?  Who is Responsible Here?

 

From the beginning of man’s history on earth, Eve has received her share of blame for what took place in the garden, however, back in chapter 2, vs. 16 & 17 we find these words:  “Then the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat…”  In case the time factor might be missed here, it’s extremely important to realize that Eve had not even arrived on the scene.  Adam, as the man, as the husband, as the leader, as the protector of all they both would face, was responsible in passing on God’s words of warning to Eve.  I want to believe as a man and husband myself that he did just that, however, later when the serpent was having what became a life changing discussion with Eve, it is not recorded anywhere in Scripture that Adam said one word.  I’m fully convinced that he heard every last word, and that he even heard Eve misquote the command that God had given.  With Adam being there in the garden, he, no doubt, then watched as Eve began taking steps toward the tree…and he still remained silent!

 

According to the Bible, Eve was deceived by the serpent, but her “protector” (Adam) wasn’t!  He knew what was going on and should have spoken up to warn her, and telling the serpent to slither off!  But, he didn’t, why?  In 1st Tim. 2:14 we find that “Adam was not deceived…”  With good sound reasoning we can ascertain that he, even knowing better, not only said nothing, he stood perfectly still; hearing and watching the whole thing unfold without saying a word.  In short…causing the sin to continue downward upon every man and woman today…he not only failed his wife, the woman God had given to him, he failed as a man.  Since Adam’s day, many a man has carried on what has become a natural inclination to keeping silent when he needs to exercise the spiritual authority that God has place upon his shoulders.  Adam forgot his responsibility was to Eve.  

 

Sunday Jeannie celebrated a birthday…a day that some refer to as a milestone.  My reason for telling you of her birthday is to also say that once again this year I was able to enjoy and experienced afresh another year of my thankfulness to the Lord for her life; her knowledge of the Bible; her God-given ability to share the truths found in its pages; and, that the life she lives is that of living her life as an on-going reflection of the Lord.  “My cup runneth over” (Ps. 23:5).  However, as spiritually competent as she is, according to the Word of God, it is still my duty, and my responsibility, to not only watch over her for her physical protection, but to watch over her in spiritual matters.  Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave himself for her.”   There’s a lot going on “out there”, there’s a lot being said, “out there”, and, a big part of our responsibility as a husband is to “For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body” (Eph. 5:23). 

 

Who is Responsible Here?  It was Adam and now it’s you and me!

 

Blessings,

Psalm 20:7 
Dale & Jeannie 
