Who’s in Charge Here?

Leaving the CRA coach and trailer in the Des Moines, IA area, Jeannie and I flew home for a week to take care of some necessary office work.  Today we received a call that the very area where the coach was left was under severe weather conditions of large hail and tornadoes.  As I write this CRA Moment, our good friends Craig & Kathie Sommerfeld, along with their employees at Kreg Tool in Huxley, IA, are within the confine of their tornado shelter until the storm passes.  Those of us here in the CRA office immediately went to prayer for safety for our friends in the Iowa area as well as their homes, businesses, vehicles, and even the big and beautiful trees that cover the landscape of the Iowa area.  Oh yes!  We also prayed protection over the CRA coach and trailer parked outside the Sommerfeld’s ‘Rod Shop’.

If you live in an area of the country where a periodic visit to a storm shelter is necessary, or even if you experience any other un-wanted degree of severe weather, I’m confident the thought of, “Who’s in Charge Here?” has crossed your mind.  Has God taken a hand’s-off-approach, allowing the devil to raise havoc across our land as well as around the world?  Anyone who believes in the power and authority of Almighty God would agree that He could either stop or contain the weather patterns that would have to obey His command.  For anyone who has suffered loss from any type of calamity associated with any severe weather condition, most have heard the insurance companies say that they are not covered since what took place was an “act of God.”  In Erwin W. Lutzer’s book he told a story of an earthquake that had taken place in California some years ago, and where a group of ministers had met for a prayer breakfast.  As the ministers discussed the fallen expressway and ruined buildings, they agreed that for all practical purposes, God had nothing to do with this disaster.  Because of original sin, the earth is “fallen”, so earthquakes just happen according to certain laws of the natural order.  Yet surprisingly, when one of the ministers closed in prayer, he thanked God for the timing of the earthquake that came at five o’clock in the morning, when there were few cars on the expressways and the sidewalks were largely empty.  And when he finished the prayer, the other ministers chimed in with a hearty, ‘Amen.’” 

“Who’s in Charge Here?”  In the book of Genesis when Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, their sin caused their paradise to be lost and God’s hand of judgment to fall.  It was from this point forward (for a period of time) that the words of Jesus recorded in John 14:30 state, “I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this world approaches.  He has no power over me, but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world will know that I love the Father.”  In chapter 16, verse 11 Jesus again is quoted as saying,

“Judgment will come because the ruler of this world has already been judged.”  Later in 2 Cor. 4:4 Paul the Apostle said, “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe.”  By way of even these three verses we see that with the sin of earth’s first parents, this world was turned over to the devil for a short time.

After saying this, there is no indication however, anywhere in the Bible that leaves us to assume that God, who created the heavens and the earth, the stars and all the planets known by man as well as unknown, has taken His hands off of any of it.  The words of Ps. 135:6-7 record, “The Lord does whatever pleases him throughout all heaven and earth, and on the seas and in their depths.  He causes the clouds to rise over the whole earth.  He sends (allows) the lighting with the rain and releases the wind from his storehouse.”  When “storms” arise, it’s wise to remember the words of Jesus in Mark 4:39 when He spoke to the winds and waves, AND, they ceased and became nothing short of tranquil.  It’s quite interesting how many people who seem to be convinced that God doesn’t control the weather sure begin to pray to Him when a storm cloud appears over the horizon.  How about when a person walks into a lighting storm, what’s the first thought that enters their mind?  Lord!  Help!  At the same time He allows natural disasters to come out way to remind us that judgment is coming, and like the stories in Luke 13:3 that unless there is repentance, we too “will all likewise perish.”
Just the same as death has no power over the ways of Jesus, neither do the elements of tornadoes, hail, wind, or waves.  When Jesus told Lazarus to come forth, the result was that neither Lazarus nor anyone who saw him pop out of the tomb didn’t have to ask the question, “Who’s in Charge Here?” The devil has limited boundaries wherein he can work, whether society as a whole or elements of the weather.  As a believer, you can rest in the assurance that with nature being in the hands of God, all things of your life are in His hands as well. 

By the way, we just received a call from Kathie Sommerfeld that the storm has passed and all is safe!  That should tell any reader just, “Who’s in Charge Here!”

Blessings,

Psalm 20:7

Dale & Jeannie

