You’re ‘Excellent by Design’!
 
A preacher friend tells about a woman in a church where he served a number of years ago.  The first Sunday after the conclusion of the morning message and after the close of the service, the lady greeted the pastor at the front door of the church.   After shaking his hand she said, “Eight!”  The second Sunday the same lady greeted the pastor at the door, and, after shaking his hand said, “Nine!”  The third Sunday she greeted him at the conclusion of the service and said, “Eight and one-half!”  It was at that point the pastor stopped the lady and asked, “Can you tell me the meaning of the numbers you’ve been announcing every week?”  The lady quickly and quite loudly responded, “Why of course!  God has given me the gift of criticism and each week I’ve been grading your sermons.  You should be pleased.  You’re doing pretty well!”
 
No doubt most all of us have known someone like this lady.  A relative, a customer, a co-worker, a church member, a pastor, or perhaps even a spouse.  Unfortunately too many pursue criticism as a mission---as if God has sanctified all their personal opinions.  There are some who feel convinced that God has even charged them with the task of setting every person straight, especially those they feel are wrong.  Perfection?  Personally I’ve not met anyone lately that fits into that arena, and, maybe that’s the reason some try for it because it sure isn’t a crowded field.  Maybe that takes us full circle that we re-visit the old cliché that goes something like this, “There was only one perfect man in history, and they crucified him.”
 
I do not know if you’ve ever thought about who, in heaven, you would like to sit down with and just fire away with questions you’ve always pondered.  If you’ve not, let met give you my ‘laundry’ list of individuals.  Although there are many, here’s just a small sampling of my personal desires.  Beginning in the beginning (pardon the pun) I would like to sit a while with Adam just to hear about what the earth was like before he (they) blew it!  I’d also like to talk with Noah and hear how he did the 120-year build program while all his neighbors and friends laughed and made fun of him.  Moses and Abraham would certainly be on the list, and I’d even want to talk to Job and shake his hand for a man of strength that even though he went through such family and health ordeals, he never lashed out at God.  Wow!  A little different than the day we live in.  And Joseph…in fact I’d hope for even a longer visit with this ‘giant’ of a man that left such an incredible legacy.  (Lord!  Please help me to be more like Joseph as I’ve got so much to learn, and to do to follow his example of fighting life’s battles). Then there is David…who among us doesn’t want to hear from him as far as victories over Goliath; Saul; neighboring countries; his days hiding in Ein Geda; and then I’d want to find out where the Apostle Paul was ‘hanging out’ ‘cause I’d sure want to talk to him about all he’d gone through.  In heaven and in a new neighborhood, I’d be looking for Esther.  Talk about a woman with a story!  Maybe next on my ‘visit’ list would be Peter, and for certain John to hear about his days on the Isle of Patmos and what all he saw through his spiritual eyes about the closing days of this earth as we know it.  Have you stopped to consider that each of these individuals were ‘Excellent by Design’?  Many are listed in the eleventh chapter of the book of Hebrews and described as people filled with faith and although God’s watchful hand of love was on them, some still had to “wander in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.”  How did they make it?  It was due to; God’s ultimate over-seeing of their lives.  It’s with those such as Samson, Samuel, Rahab, Enoch, and Gideon I want to sit and just listen to their stories for they were all, “Excellent by Design’.
 
My inner instincts tell me that although I’ve said this before in different ways, it’s necessary to ask, and answer the question once again.  The question is, ‘Do you know you are Excellent by Design?  While in our troubled world and with all the major issues of life in general that we are facing, some might ask the question, how can I be ‘Excellent by Design’?  In fact, some can probably better identify with the gospel song with words that say, “I’m somewhere between, Jesus and John Wayne.  I try to be more like you Lord, although I know I ain’t, and I’m somewhere between, Jesus and John Wayne.”
 
While John didn’t say it…the Apostle Paul did, and in his words of Eph. 2:10 we better understand we are ‘Excellent by Design’.  “For we are God’s (own) handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, (born anew) that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us (taking paths which He prepared ahead of time), that we should walk in them (living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live).”  
 
Oh!  Now I get it!
 
                        
Blessings,
Psalm 20:7
Dale & Jeannie
